



ra 
for 
ds, 


vw 
_ 
— 


en 
lid 


t's 


oe 


~r OB ee Ve eR 
4° 













Copyright, 1955, by The Sunday School Times Co. 


DOWELL BIBLE LIBRARY 


Che Sunday School Fines 


Entered as second-class matter July 16, 1879, at the post office at Philadel; Pa., under 
Act of March 3, 1879. Entered as second-class matter at the post office, Ottawa, da. _ y 








Published weekly by The Sunday 


School 
Times Co., 395 N. 13th St., Philo” 5, Pa., U.S.A, 


Philadelphia, January 8, 1955 


Volume Ninety-seven, No. 2 


$3.00 a year, in clubs, $2.50 
See page 39 





Lesson for January 23 in this issue 


Lesson 4.—The Power of the Holy Spirit. 
John 14:25, 26; 16:7-15; Acts 2:1-4; 3:1 to 
4:31; Romans 8:26, 27; 1 Corinthians 

2:9-16; Galatians 5:22, 23. 


Notes on Open Letters: 
“Pray One for Another” (Jas. 5:16) ... 22 
“Born From Above” 22 

Am I Rational? L By The Hoosier School- 
I Cin sd nents e tikes nabh obs etesienaeiee 23 

A Study of the Lord’s Prayer. Ill. By 
Arthur Petrie, Th.D. 

A Survey of Religious Life and Thought. 
By Ernest Gordon 26 

International Uniform Lesson 

With the New Books 

C.E. Topic—We Study the New Command- 
ment. By John W. Lane, Jr. ¥ 

For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
worth, D.D. . 





This ls My Lord 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 


REATOR of the universe, 
He Hung the stars in space, 
Rolled out the mountains and stooped 
down 
To paint a pansy’s face; 
And all the waters of the world 
Moved at His spoken wérd; 
He breathed, and there was light and 
life— - 
My wonder-working Lord! 


Redeemer of my guilty soul, 
He laid it all, aside— 

The glory that was His—and came 
To Calvary, and died. 

The slanting silver of the rain, 
The lifted leaf, grow dim— 

All beauty has come home to rest, 
And find its place in Him. 


For the Sake of Good Will 


Not reluctantly, grudgingly, and ina 
niggardly way should Christians serve 
God, but willingly, cheerfully, and gen- 
erously. We are more than once warned 
against a murmuring, grudging spirit, 
and exhorted to be content, uncomplain- 
ing, and thankful. When we give, it 
is to be “not grudgingly or of necessity: 
for God loveth a cheerful giver” (2 
Cor. 9:7). The Apostle James says: 
“Grudge not one against another, breth- 
ren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the 
judge standeth before the door” (Jas. 


5:9). If we knew literally that we were 
to meet the Lord Himself in another 
five minutes, we should certainly serve 
Him gladly and be generous toward one 
another. Without knowing all the in- 
numerable blessings of the Gospel, 
which have been so richly revealed to 
us, the Psalmist said long ago, “Serve 
the Lord with gladness: come before 
his presence with singing” (Psa, 100:2). 
The New Testament writers take up the 
same theme. Said the Apostle Paul: 
“Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again 
I say, Rejoice” (Phil. 4:4); “In every 
thing give thanks: for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus concerning you” 
(1 Thess. 5:18); “Now the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and peace in believ- 
ing, that ye may abound in hope, through 
the power of the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 15: 
13). This cheerful, generous, out-looking, 
and upward-looking attitude is quite dif- 
ferent from the spirit of the world and the 
self-centered tendency of human nature. 
In psychological terms, the truest and 
best extrovert should be the Christian, 
whose heart is overflowing with thanks- 
giving to God and knows that the joy 


“Blessed Are 


of the Lord is his strength. Conybeare 
and Howson have given an unusual and 
thought-provoking translation of Philip- 
pians 2:14: “Do all things for the sake 
of goodwill, without murmurings and 
disputings, that you may be blameless 
and guileless, the sons of God without 
rebuke, in the midst of ‘a crooked and 
perverse generation,” among whom ye 
shine like stars in the world.” It may 
be a new thought to many that we are 
actually to do “things for the sake of 
goodwill”—though obviously, in the light 
of many other Scriptures, this cannot 
mean to do anything wrong merely for 
the sake of good will. These passages 
all taken together set forth the same, 
wholesome balance that is both needful 
and possible in the Christian life. Look- 
ing at these standards, someone may say 
with Paul, “And who is sufficient for 
these things?” (2 Cor. 2:16.) Read on 
to find the remedy: “Not that we are 
sufficient of ourselves to think any thing 
as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of 
God” (3:5). God does not ask us to do 
anything that He is not willing to en- 
able us to do. 


the Merciful” 


Dr. Duguid in Australia: Dr. Torrey in Korea 
By Ernest Gordon 


erstwhile Moderator of the Church 
of Scotland, visited us some years 
ago and his picturesque eighteenth-cen- 
tury, three-cornered moderatorial hat 
excited the amused comment, “Let your 
moderation be known to all men.” In 
World Dominion he tells the story of 
another Scot, also a moderator, this 
»time of the Presbyterian General As- 
sembly of South Australia. 
Dr, Charles Duguid (if the name is 
Scottish for “Do good,” it were well ap- 
propriate, as we shall see) studied at 


dD’ J. HUTCHINSON COCKBURN, 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“To the Lord our God belong 
mercies and forgiveness, though 
we have rebelled against him” 
(Dan. 9:9). 




















the Glasgow Medical School and be- 
came assistant to Sir William MacEwen, 
eminent Scottish surgeon. Later he set- 
tled in Adelaide, South Australia, and 
himself became eminent surgeon. There 
he met a missionary who had contracted 
leprosy while working among the na- 
tives of Northern Australia. 

She told him unimaginable things 
about the treatment these black folk 
were receiving and that referred not 
merely to neglect. When he said he 
would learn for himself what was going 
on, he was told not “to waste time on 
niggers. The sooner they are dead the 
better.” He found them starving, and 
reported to’ the government, but his 
statement was merely pigeonholed. So, 
taking with him two others to corrobo- 
rate his findings, he started on a thou- 
sand-mile journey into the Musgrave 
Ranges. Five weeks’ investigations 
found the natives to be victims of ra- 
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pacious traders; their women, prey of 
the same heartless whites. This time 
the South Australian authorities lent ear 
and offered to co-operate financially 
with the Presbyterian Church on a fifty- 
fifty basis. In 1937 the Ernabella Mis- 
sion was founded. 

That was seventeen years ago. To- 
day it includes church, hospital, dis- 
pensary, school, children’s welfare clinic, 
a prenatal clinic, an obstetric clinic, 
cash retail store, and all the necessary 
shops and so forth that go with com- 
munity welfare. Its domain now em- 
braces two thousand square miles, a 
third the size of Massachusetts, and pro- 
vides grazing for five thousand sheep. 

Shepherding, shearing, and most of the 
wool classing is done by aborigines.. Its 
wool shed is the finest in the Australian 
interior. Aboriginal experts sink all the 
wells, having been trained by the mis- 
sion in that work. The schools are run 
by the South AuStralian Department of 
Education, and pidgin English is not 
allowed to be spoken on the whole re- 
serve. 

In 1939 Dr. Duguid made reconnais- 

Sance into the Peterman Ranges, one 
of a four-man camel expedition. As a 
consequence of his explorations in trop- 
ical Australia, the Presbyterian Church 
is to open another mission on trnabella 
lines. 
. In all his journeyings, Dr. Duguid has 
met no hostility from aborigines, Nine- 
tenths of the troubles with the people 
spring from interference with native 
women. Witness against this abuse has 
led to threats on his life, which he ig- 
nores. He tells his countrymen that in 
the first sixteen years of his social] ex- 
plorations he did not find a single sheep 
station that provided its hired native 
workers with adequate shelter for sleep, 
washing, and meals. The wages are 
both derisory and cruel, nor can any do 
hard work on the food provided. This 
has been confirmed by other competent 
observers. Conditions are still bad. 

What is most heart-warming is Dr. 
Duguid’s high estimate of the aborigines’ 
abilities, when encouraged and edu- 
cated. Dr. Cockburn writes: 

“When I was his guest, he had staying 
with him an aboriginal boy, about eleven 
years of age, whom he was bringing up 
along with his son and daughter. There 
were difficulties, of course, but they 
were met with Christian patience and 
understanding. This boy was one of 
many who have lived for considerable 
periods with Dr. Duguid and his wife. 
At Christmas, 1935, he took to his home 
and large garden, forty half-caste abo- 
riginal children from the North, who 
were his guests for six weeks. 

“Of his graduates, several women are 
married; one is a nurse with three quali- 
fications; three are training for nurs- 
ing; one was in the WAAF, and others 
are in business. One is Als private sec- 
retary, who does all the work of a sec- 
retary, including his banking. He says 
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she is the best secretary he has ever 
had. Most of the young men of the 
party are on the land, and two are 
electrical engineers. He keeps in touch, 
as they do, by letter, and they visit him 
when they can.” 





The name of Dr. Reuben Torrey calls 
up happy memories of the Torrey- 
Alexander evangelistic campaigns, of the 
“Glory Song,” of the founding of the 
great Pocket Testament League. Also 
of Dr. R, A, Torrey’s stalwart defense 


of the faith; of his ministry in the Moody 


Church, Chicago. 

He left a son of the same name, who, 
for a generation, has been a Presbyte- 
rian missionary in China. This son is 
one-armed, for he was in World War 
I. Thus crippled, his sympathy goes 
out to the crippled human debris of 
the terrible Korean War. 

The ministry for these unhappy, 
maimed, and discouraged folk is carried 
on in three centers—Seoul, Taejun, and 
Chonju—under Dr. Torrey’s leadership 
and with associates and support, chiefly 
from the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 
But the U.S. First Army Corps con- 
tributes to the care and treatment of 
children picked up in the areas in which 
it has fought. 
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All the artificial limbs are made in 
workshops in these three centers. Skilled 
workers are employed to hollow out the 
stems of the new limbs from a very light 
wood (balsa wood) fortunately obtained 
locally. Others, usually amputees, do 
the work of fitting steel joints, cutting 
and making canvas and rubber strips, 
covering, painting with damp-resisting 
cellulose, and knitting the special woolen 
stump-socks needed. Everything, except 
the steel hinges, which are made locally 
by blacksmiths, is made in the work- 
shops and mostly by patients. Canvas 
is cut from old army webbing, rubber 
from tires, and only the heavy rubber 
foot has, for the moment, to be obtained 
from the outside. The project trains 
in the use of, as well as fits, limbs. 
Trainees are lodged until they learn to 
walk, handle their new limbs, and de- 
velop special lines of work. 

Arm amputees, including those ter- 
rible ones who have lost both hands, 
are taught to use steel hands, the fin- 
gers of which close with a spring and 
open with a long cable running up the 
arm and worked from the shoulder 
blade. One boy with two such “hands” 
has learned to turn doorknobs, fasten 
bolts, put a key in a lock and turn it, 


(Continued on page 25) 








Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


“Pray One for Another” 
(Jas. 5:16) 


A long time ago a subscriber wrote 
in to say how nice it would be if we 
of the TIMEs could become prayer war- 
riors together. I have enjoyed feeling 
in praying I was one with them. Wish 
they could know how I feel about it 
and the lovely S.S. Truwes.—A Massa- 
chusetts reader. 


The Editor wrote this reader, asking 
whether he might use her name. The 
following is her reply: : 


I wish it could be used. Surely it 
would encourage others with that to- 
gether feeling I have. Yes, by all 
means, use my name. Years ago I 
read of Mrs. Wang’s jail work and 
never have failed to send her monthly 
my small amount—also others. (An- 
other article by Mrs. Wang was re- 
cently published in the Trmes—Oct, 23, 
1954.) I have kept in touch with her 
much longer, as I am _ eighty-one.* 
Yours in our Saviour’s name, Lorena 
(Mrs, W. W.) Rogers, 11 Waban St., 
Natick, Mass. 

: we 


“Born From Above” 


In John’s Gospel, chapter 3, verses 
3 and 7, the word “again” is stated in 
a marginal note: “Or, from above.” In 
no other place in the Bible can I find 
this word so explained or interpreted. 
Can you explain why the word should 
be made to mean one thing in two 
verses and another in all the rest? 


The dictionary says the word “again” 
means, “Another time,” “one more 
time.”—A Michigan reader. 


The number of words with two, and 
at times more, meanings is endless, The 
specific meaning is determined by the 
context. Soshere. Anothen (the Greek 
word used here) means in the time re- 
lation, “again”; also, “from the begin- 
ning”; in the space relation, “from above.” 

In John 3, Jesus said, “Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God.” That the time relation is 
here indicated is clear from Nicodemus's 
answer, “Can he enter the second time 
into his mother’s womb?” 

On the other hand, when in Matthew 
27:51 it is said that the veil of the Tem- 
ple was rent anothen (“from the top”), 
it must mean from above down and not 
a “second time.” 

The alternate reading in John 3:3. 
“from above,” may perhaps be justified 
by the fact that in verse 5 Jesus speaks 
of birth “of the Spirit” of God, that is, 
birth from above. He is alluding to 
heavenly things (vs. 12, 13) which are 
“above,” and differentiated from earthly 
things. 

In Luke 1:3 the historian says that 
He had perfect understanding of all 
things anothen (another meaning of the 
word) “from the beginning,” which may 
be an allusion to the birth story of Jesus 
so completely told in Luke’s opening 
chapters.—Ernest Gordon, 
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Lesson for January 23 





An exposure of the weaknesses of 


the evolutionary theory 


of themselves.” 

*Tis an old adage and true, as 
I learned once upon a time, although, in 
truth, I was not an intentional eaves- 
dropper. I was speaking in my old 
home town in southern Indiana. Two 
of my former schoolmates had done me 
the honor to come to the service. One 
was a teacher, the other a physician. We 
had had a very happy reunion at dinner, 
so I knew that they would be at the 
service, and, I am sorry to report, I had 
toned down my remarks a little be- 
cause of their presence. After the serv- 
ice, I made my way to the rear of the 
church, where they were talking to- 
gether and waiting for me, but were 
standing with their backs toward me. 

“What did you think of it?” I heard the 
teacher ask as I approached. 

“Crazy as a March Hare, isn’t he?” the 
physician answered with a chuckle. 

I stepped backward and’ spoke to an- 
other friend, purposely raising my voice 
so the two could hear me and be warned 
of my nearness. .Then I went on and 
joined them. 

“I thought you took your degree in 
science, Jack,” the teacher said, with a 
suggestive grin. 

“IT did,” I answered. 

“And taught physics for some time?” 

“That’s right.” 

“Then I would think you would have 
a rational approach to the problems sug- 
gested by natural phenomena.” 

“I do have a rational approach,” I re- 
plied. 

“But from your address tonight,” the 
physician interposed, “we gathered that 
you accepted the Genesis theory of crea- 
tion.” 

“IT accept the Genesis record of crea- 
tion,” I affirmed with due emphasis, 


CCF or themselves” hear no good 


Unbelief’s Amused Tolerance 

They looked at me with an amused 
expression, then at one another. The 
physician made a motion with his fore- 
finger near his temple, indicating that 
I had wheels rotating in that part. Then 
they laughed heartily as we shook hands. 

That incident is not unique in my ca- 
reer, especially when I meet with friends 
of my unregenerative days. When I 
Suggest that the Genesis record is the 
most logical explanation of life as it is 
today on our planet they are prone to 
regard me with an amused “too bad, 
and he showed such great promise” ex- 
pression, and then leave me to my folly. 
It causes me to wonder. Am I rational? 
I maintain that I am. But allow me to 
state my case, and then you can make 
your own decision, 
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[. Am | Rational? 





By THE HOOSIER SCHOOLMASTER 


This is the first of a series of eight 
articles taken from a booklet of 
the same title. The writer, now 
a pastor but formerly a _ school- 
teacher, tells how he himself frankly 
faced the difficulties of the evolu- 
tionary theory and came to a firm 
belief in the record of creation in 
Genesis. The Editors plan to pub- 
lish this series in consecutive issues 
of the Times, and an 18-weeks sub- 
scription for $1 will include the 
whole series. Here is a good oppor- 
tunity to make the Times known to 
others, for the arguments here pre- 
sented should be very helpful to 
college and high school students who 
are being confronted with the evalu- 
tionary theory. 








My interest in the evolutionary hy- 
pothesis dates from a very early period 
in my life. I was born to a family of 
schoolteachers, and, with one exception, 
all of them were religious liberals. I 
first saw the light of day just twelve 
years after the trial of Dr. David Swing 
for heresy. This trial had brought what 
was then called Darwinism into public 
focus. The churches largely condemned 
Dr. Swing for his open and public ac- 
ceptance of Darwin’s theories; the in- 
telligentsia generally defended him. Our 
family sprang to the battle lines, There 
was not much contention with us, how- 
ever, for, with the lone exception of my 
maternal grandmother, all were inclined 
to defend the doctor for his courage. 

The result was that it never even 
occurred to me to question the pro- 
nouncements of the disciples of Darwin. 
I read voraciously everything I could 
obtain on the subject, and from the 
nature of my surroundings there was 
not much that I could not obtain. In 
college days I attended lectures on the 
subject and in general I swallowed it 
hook, line, and sinker, and without qués- 
tion. 

Something over forty years ago, how- 
ever, as a young instructor in physics, I 
began to ask questions. In the field of 
mathematics, when one sees a two plus 
two he naturally expects to find a four 
as the result of the equation. If he does 
not find it he starts out to find out why. 
I found many such two plus two’s in 
my evolutionary equation which did not 
bring a four as a result. In the lan- 
guage of the street, “the thing just did 
not add up.” This brought me face to 
face with the urgent need to reassess 
my data. As I retraced my steps along 
the evolutionary trail I saw to my sur- 
prise that I had detoured around many 


mountainous ‘barricades; I had utterly 
disregarded many ‘“bridge out” signs, 
and had waded through many muddy 
sloughs of error as the result. Finally 
I had to reject the whole thing and 
seek another solution for my equation; 
a solution which I am happy to say I 
have found. 

All of this happened long before I 
was Christian. All I knew of the Bible, 
at that time, was that it was a big black 
book on the top ghelf of the closet. I 
was driven to a theory of creation be- 
fore I realized that there was a record 
of creation which was perfectly rational. 
And thus'I come back to my original 
question. Am I rational? 

In this article I want to suggest a few 
of the barricades which I discovered on 
my return journey along the evolution- 
ary trail, some of the unwarranted and 
erroneous conclusions which I had ac- 
cepted without question. Let me remind 
you that I am not a scientist, nor do I 
presume to speak as such. Scientifically 
I am very much a layman, so if you 
are seeking for authoritative pronounce- 
ments I have nothing to offer you. But 
if you want to know how a schoolmaster 
fought a losing battle with a scientific 
subject, read on. I was that schoolmas- 
ter; I can speak with authority as far 
as that battle was concerned. 


The Evolutionary Hypothesis 

The evolutionary hypothesis, stated 
simply, is that all life was developed 
from some primordial protozoon, such 
as the fresh water amoeba, by a process 
of species change. Many evolutionary 
theories have been built upon this hy- , 
pothesis. As a matter of fact, the. hy- 
pothesis, itself, is about the édnly point 
of agreement between the advocates of 
the idea. There are nearly as many 
theories of evolution as there are evolu- 
tionists. 

Charles Darwin was not the originator 
of the idea of evolution. Since the be- 
ginning of recorded history we find that 
men have tried to solve the riddle of 
life by theories of development, growth, 
and change. The doctrine of the trans- 
migration of the soul found in most of 
the natural religions is but a develop- 
ment of the evolutionary idea. Man has 
been seeking a solution for the equation 
of life; none has succeeded even to his 
own satisfaction. Aristotle, some three 
centuries before the birth of our Lord, 
taught a rather well-developed theory 
of evolution which was based upon con- 
clusions of his predecessors. We even 
find suggestions of the idea in the Ba- 
bylonic and Egyptian records. 

The real father of modern evolution- 
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ary teaching was Jean Baptiste Lamarck, 
although Erasmus Darwin, the grand- 
father of Charles, had preceded him in 
point of time. By the publication of his 
“Philosophie Zoologique” in 1809 and his 
giant seven-volume “Animaux sans 
Vertébres” in 1815-22 interest was re- 
vived in the subject and there was 
greatly increased activity in biological 
and zoological research. Charles Darwin 
was born in 1809, and his interest in 
the subject was undoubtedly largely the 
result of the revival of interest brought 
about by Lamarck. 

Lamarck believed that change in 
species was brought about by the use 
or disuse of faculties. Darwin and Wal- 
lace, appearing a few years after him, 
rejected Lamarck’s ¢onclusions in favor 
of natural selection and survival of the 
fit. Vital objections were soon raised 
against the Darwin-Wallace theory, how- 
ever, and there was a tendency to swing 
back to the adaptation theory of Eras- 
mus Darwin (grandfather of Charles and 
predecessor of Lamarck) or its variation 
as proposed by Buffon and Yung. 

It was this confusion among the lead- 
ing advocates of the evolutionary hypoth- 
esis that caused me ‘to take the back- 
ward trail in the first place. I was 
seeking a reason for it. If, after at 
least two and a half millennia of re- 
search, men of science could offer noth- 
ing more substantial than an incredible 
number of theories which they them- 
selves questioned, there must be some- 
thing wrong at the base of operations, 
their premise. How could I, a lay- 
man; place confidence in either the the- 
ories or the theorists? Thus I reasoned. 
I wanted an answer that would stand. 
It was in the search for that answer 
that I discovered the barricades which I 
have mentioned, and to which I call 
your attention. 

First Barricade: The question of life 
itself. 

Where and how did life originate? 
For this question evolution has no an- 
swer; does not even presume to have 
an answer. Huxley declares, “Looking 
back through the prodigious vista of the’ 
past, I find no record of the beginning 
of life, and, therefore, I am devoid of 
any means of forming a definite conclu- 
sion as to the conditions of its appear- 
ance. Belief, in the scientific sense of 
the word, is a serious matter and needs 
strong foundations. To say, therefore, 
in the admitted absence of evidence, that 
I have any belief as to the mode in 
which the existing forms of life have 
originated, would be using words in the 
wrong sense.” 

This, in general, is the position of men 
of science on the subject. Life is: here; 
there is no answer as to how it came to 
be here. One thing is certain if we leave 
God out of the picture. Life must have 
originated from non-living-matter. Ge- 


ologists tell us that there was a time 
in the history of the earth when life 
as it is today could not have existed. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


To this statement the Bible agrees. In 
Genesis 1:2 the world is said to have 
become a “waste and desolation” and 
the general picture is the same as the 
conditions described by geologists. If 
we appeal either to the Bible or to sci- 
ence, therefore, we find ourselves facing 
a lifeless beginning for the world. Thus, 
eliminating creative energy, life must 
have begun from some spontaneous proc- 
ess generated by inorganic matter. 
Quoting Huxley once more: “If the 
hypothesis of evolution be true, living 
matter must have originated from non- 
living matter, for, by the hypothesis, 
the condition of the globe was at one 
time such that living matter could not 
have existed on it, life being entirely 
incompatible with the gaseous state.” 
(Please note that the “if” introducing 
this quotation is Huxley’s, not mine.) 
Yet there is absolutely no evidence 
that life in any form has ever been so 
originated, Joseph LeConte writes: “If 
life did once arise spontaneously from 
any lower forces, physical or chemical, 
by natural processes, the conditions nec- 
essary for so extraordinary a change 
could hardly be expected to occur but 
once in the history of the earth. Yet 
they are now not only unreproducible, 
but unimaginable.” In the records of 
scientific research neither nature nor 
man has ever been able to produce life 
except from other living matter. Lorande 
Woodruff, professor of biology at Yale, 
states it thus: “We thus reach the gen- 
eral conclusion that, so far as observa- 
tion and experimentation go, no form of 
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life arises today except from pre-exist- 
ing life.” 

The fact is that research has’ admit- 
tedly tended to widen rather than to 
narrow the gap between organic and 
inorganic matter. Edmund Wilson of 
Columbia declares: “As early as 1855 
Virchow positively maintained the uni- 
versality of cell division, contending that 
every cell is the offspring of a pre-exist- 
ing parent cell. Today this conclusion 
rests on a foundation so firm that we 
are justified in regarding it as a uni- 
versal law of development. The study 
of the cell has on the whole seemed to 
widen rather than to narrow the enor- 
mous gap that separates even the lowest 
forms of life from the inorganic world,” 

Thus at the very entrance of the evo- 
lutionary trail we find a complete and 
impassable barricade. We must either 
detour around ® or leap over it, for 
there is absolutely no bridge across this 
gap between the inorganic beginning of 
the earth and the life-packed modern 
world. Life is here, but whence it came 
human intelligence is not able even to 
guess. Thus the hypothesis of evolu- 
tion and every theory built upon it must 
begin with a supposition. How can we 
travel a trail when we are barred from 
entering it? Actually we can’t, but let 
us imagine that we are scientists for a 
moment and accept the supposition that 
life was generated spontaneously from 
inorgani¢ matter. Immediately we find 
ourselves facing a new and as complete 
a barricade. 

(To be continued) 


lll. A Study of the Lord’s Prayer 


What is the “daily bread” we are to ask for? 


6 IVE us this day our daily bread.” 
This seems at first to be a petition 
for physical sustenance only, but it is 
really much more than that. If it means 
that nly, it is strange that in the middle 
of this most spiritual prayer there should 
be one petition for the physical needs, 
when all the rest is for the spiritual man, 
What ‘is this “daily bread” for which 
we are to pray? Adam Clarke, famous 
Methodist commentator, found “upwards 
of thirty different explanations of it.” 
“But,” he says, “more than merely 
bodily nourishment seems to be intended 
by it. Indeed, many of the primitive 
Fathers understood it as comprehending 
that daily supply of grace which the 
soul requires to keep it in health and 
vigor.” 

The original word for “daily” (epi- 
ousios) is one of the rarest in the Bible 
and in the Greek language. It occurs 
only twice in the New Testament, and 
only in this prayer (Matt. 6:11; Luke 
11:3). It means our “essential” bread. 
When scholars came to translate this 
Greek word into the Hebrew New Tes- 
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tament they selected the w@rd which 


means “appointed,” “ordained,” “de- 
creed.” They did not choose the word 
“daily.” John Wesley, writing on this 


petition, says, “By ‘bread’ we may un- 
derstand all things needful, whether for 
our souls or’bodies; the things pertain- 
ing to life and godliness: we understand 
not barely the outward bread, what our 
Lord terms ‘the meat which perisheth’; 
but much more the spiritual bread, the 
grace of God, the food ‘which endureth 
unto everlasting life.” Truly, “Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). In this pe- 
tition the soul prays for the things it 
may please God to appoint for it that 
day, whether spiritual or material. 
“And forgive us our debts.” This is 
the only petition the Lord explains at 
the end of the prayer. He expounds 
“debts” as “trespasses.” In the second 
giving of the prayer He says, “And for- 
give us our sins” (Luke 11:4). That 
the Lord’s Prayer provides a place for 
confession, this petition and other Scrip- 
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tures show (see James 3:2; 1 John 2: 
1, 2). . 

Thomas Upham, a writer on the deep 
things of God, says in his book, “Inte- 
rior Life’’: 

“The confession of sin during the 
whole course of the present life is ex- 
ceedingly proper, . . . for an error in 
judgment; for an ill-placed word, when 
there was no evil design; for an action 
which was undesignedly a mistaken one 
... they find no resource but in an im- 
mediate and believing application to the 
atoning blood.” 

Upham reminds us that John Wesley 
taught “that even persons who could 
justly lay claim to the blessing of sanc- 
tification, should continually humble 
themselves before God, and make con- 
fession.” Upham _ continues: 3 & 
proper, furthermore, to confess our sins, 
because there may be sins in us which 
are seen by the omniscient eye of God, 
but which may not be obvious to our- 
selves.” The Holy Spirit has given us 
a prayer for these, in the words of 
Psalm 19:12, “Clear thou me from hid- 
den faults” (A.S.V.). 

“As we also have forgiven.” I read of 
an excellent and mature Christian who, 
because he reproved others of their sins, 
received many letters slandering his 
character. He tied them in a bundle, 
and wrote on the cover: “Libels. 
Father, forgive them,” and then sought 
ways and means to do good to the send- 
ers. May we have that spirit! 

“And lead us not into temptation.” 
This is a petition against the sin of pre- 
sumption. It is to guard against pride 
of spiritual strength. “Wherefore let him 
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest 
he fall. There hath no temptation taken 
you but such as is common to man: but 
God is faithful, who will not suffer you 
to be tempted above that ye are able; 
but will with the temptation also make 
a way to escape, that you may be able 
to bear it” (1 Cor. 10:12, 13). We read 
of some who thought to make trial of 
their strength against the enemy, and 
were warned not to enter that tempta- 
tion. But they “presumed” to go into 
it, and fell (Num, 14:40-45). The Lord 
taught that a “time of temptation” 
(Luke 2:13) will come in the life of 
the believer. He also said: “Watch and 
pray, that ye enter not into temptation: 
the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh 
is weak” (Matt, 26:41). 

“But deliver us from evil.” It is well 
to note that this petition is introduced 
by the strongest adversative conjunc- 
tion in the Greek—“but” (alla), which 
at once indicates its meaning, and helps 
to interpret the petition connected with 
it. Should we in the providence of God 
find ourselves in trial and temptation, 
we pray that we may not sink under 
the trial, as Peter began to do in the 
waters of the Lake of Galilee (Matt. 
14:30), nor yield to the temptation, as 
did Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:9). 
This final petition is only rightly 
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grasped when regarded as a prayer for 
deliverance from aqjl evil of whatever 
kind—not only from sin, but from all 
its consequences—fully and finally. It 
is connected with the prayer of the Lord 
for His own: “I pray not that thou 
shouldest take them out of the world, 
but that thou shouldest keep them from 
the evil’ (John 17:15). 

In these seven parts of the Lord’s 
Prayer “all the desires, petitions, hopes, _ 
of God’s servants are summed up; all 
the strings of David’s harp, all aspira- 
tions of patriarchs and prophets, are 
blended in perfect harmony.” 


III. THE DoxoLocy 


The ending of the Lord’s Prayer is 
considered -by many as the Doxology. 
In petitions; the pray-er .expressed his 
aspirations; now he expresses his aScrip- 
tions. 

“For thine is’ the kingdom.” It is 
ascribed as God-purposed and God-plan- 
ned and God-performed. He will bring 
it to pass. “And the kingdom shall be 
the Lord’s” (Obad. 21). “And the Lord 
shall be king over all the earth” (Zech. 
14:9). David had the same spirit of 
ascription when he sang: “Thine, O 
Lord, is the greatness, . . . and the glory, 
and the victory, and the majesty: for 
all that is in the heaven ... is thine; 
thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou 
art exalted as head above all” (1 Chron. 
29:11). 

“And the power.” In this we acknowl- 
edge the ability of God to answer the 
petitions of the Lord’s Prayer, and look 
for the exercise of that power to estab- 
lish His Kingdom, 

“And the glory.” This suggests that 
we have prayed for the glory of God 
alone in this prayer; that we have not 
sought any for ourselves; and that when 
this prayer in all its fullness has been 
answered and finally realized, glory will 
resound to God throughout the everlast- 
ing ages: 

“Amen.” This word expresses our com- 
plete confidence in God; that He 1s and 
ever will be faithful to His promises; 
that He will answer each petition of this 
prayer according to His own will. Then. 
we may Say in the closing words of the 
Kingdom Psalm: “Blessed be the Lord 
God, the God of Israel, who only doeth 
wondrous things. And blessed be his 
glorious name for ever: and let the 
whole earth be filled with his glory; 
Amen, and Amen. The prayers of David 
the son of Jesse are ended” (Psa, 72: 
18-20). 

May the Lord help us to appreciate 
aright this prayer, whose words are the 
words of the Lord Himself. May we 
esteem them as did these two great 
writers, with whose avords I close. “The 
Lord’s Prayer is short and mysterious, 
and, like the treasures of the Spirit, 
full of wisdom and latent senses: it is 
not improper to draw forth those excel- 
lencies which are intended and signified 
by every petition, that by so excellent 
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an authority we may know what it is 
lawful to beg of God” (Jeremy Taylor). 

“The Lord’s Prayer for a succession of 
solemn thoughts, for fixing the attention 
upon a few great points, for suitableness 
to every condition,‘for conciseness with- 
out obscurity, for the weight and real 
importance of its petitions, is without an 
equal or a rival” (William Paley). 
SEATTLE. 





Note.—The entire series on the Lord's 
Prayer, of which the foregoing article is the 
third and last, may be fiad in booklet form 
efititled, “Should Christians Pray the Lord’s 
Prayer?” Please address Dr. Arthur Petrie, 
5400 Keystone Place, Seattle 3. The price is 
25 cents a copy. 


" 
“Blessed Are the Merciful” 


(Continued from second page) 


pick up and use a knife, drink from a 
cup, and—final feat shown with boy- 
ish pride, open a packet of toffee and 
take the paper from each piece before 
eating it, 

Up to the present, 474 of the maimed 
from explosives or trucks have received 
treatment in the clinic. About a third 
have come from the Army Corps and 
have been financed by it. At Taejon 
is a boy of fourteen who, abandoned and 
alone, hopped his way to the center 
and was finally taken in because of his 
irresistible importunity. He now works 
the whole day at a sewing machiné, mak- 
ing canvas straps. With good food, he 
is growing so fast as to outgrow his 
wooden leg and must patiently wait for 
another. One small girl walks up and 
down the white line to learn to go 
Straight without looking down. Her 
happy face is a rebuke to complainers, 

And then there is an old woman who 
came sixty miles in a Korean bus, an 
agonizing experience, and after being 
measured, returned over the same sixty 
milés to care for her family at home. 

Of the 20,000 arnputees, about half are 
children! The picture of a child, at once 
scared and curious, sitting on a table on 
a sheet of white paper while the form 
of his stump is traced around with a 
pencil, is a touching sight. If the stump 
is in order, a simple peg leg is made 
and a short rubber foot, cut from a 
heavy truck tire, fitted. With this, the 
patient goes out for some weeks to get 
accustomed to the motions of “artificial” 
walking, ‘while his proper new limb is 
being wotked on. ’ 

Here is a pleasant picture to close 
with. Mrs. Yon can graduate because 
She is able to run a hand-knitting ma- 
chine on which she can knit sweaters, 
mittens, and warm shawls. Also Mrs. 
Yon has learned in class that she can 
teach others to run knitting machines. 
As soon as she graduates she will start 
a class of her own and teach other 
widows. Her diploma is a_ knitting 
machine, loaned and to be paid for later 
by profits from her knitted goods. . 
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the Hankul script, used, in news- 
papers and government decuments, 
in which the reading is horizontal in- 
stead of up and down. It is the script 
of the future. ~ The manuscript was 
ready in 1950, and four "hundred pages 
set up, when the Communists occupied 
Seoul. It was. saved by the courage of 
Mrs. Young Bin Im, wife of the secre- 
tary of the Bible Society, who hid it in 
a pickle jar in a near-by village. Mr. 
Im brought it to Japan, but the Japa- 
nese-presses could not' tackle it; so back 
to Pusan he went and, with incredible 
patience and determination, against all 
wartime odds, finally finished its publi- 
cation in adequate quantity and various 
formats. The Korean Bible Society had 
been reconstituted. During the year 
969,748 portions and New Testaments 
have been put into circulation, the Japan 
Bible. Society printing edition after edi- 
tion. This is nigh miraculous when the 
tragic condition of the country is con- 
sidered. Printing would seem impos- 
sible because of lack of materials. Yet 
Secretary Im actually has published 
three thousand Bibles and eighty-nine 
thousand Gospels during the year. 
Tibet,. the impenetrable, is being 
penetrated with the Tibetan Bible, first 
issued in 1948. This first edition is ex- 
hausted. “It is known that copies have 
reached the monasteries of Risum, Phur- 
shachu, Lhencha, Phodong, Chakna, Chan- 
archi, Lachen, Dupdi, Rulong, Song, 
Tangang, Kewzing, Khabuk, Namchi, 
Lingi, Pallock, and Lhasa,” so the re- 
port of the British Bible Society, as- 
sures us. 


Tex New Korean Bible.—This is in 


A striking and encouraging fact is 
that Bible translation is, here and there, 
being taken up by native Christians. 
Thus the Gangtes, descended from a 
Mongolian race and now living in Mani- 
pur, have largely become Christians. 
The Gospel of Matthew has been trans- 
lated into Gangte, exclusively by nation- 
als, the chief translator being Mr, Thong 
Zakhan, chief of Lalong. 

The New Testament and Psalms were 
translated for the seventeen® thousand 
Paite, who also live in Manipur State, 
India, by T. C. Tiankham and Meng Za 
Chin. There are now five thousand 
Christians among them, 

Agatu is the language of fifty thou- 
sand people in Nigeria. Agatu Chris- 
tians have translated the Gospel of 
, John into their tongue. The women 
took up collections to buy paper for its 
publication. 

The whole New Testament has been 
translated into Sobo, the language of a 
tribe of forty-five thousand, living in 





the delta of the Niger, whéte no Euro- 

peans can live because of the climate. 

The translator is the Rev. Agore Iwe, an 
« African pastor. 

The Bible has been translated into the 
Indian language, Gurmikhi, and the ver- 
sion is in the press. “One of the chief 
translators is a Sikh convert, Mr. Sun- 
der Singh, who learned Hebrew when he 
was seventy years old in order to do 
this work.” 

All of which suggests vistas of what 
is coming when the native church gets 
into full stride. 


Mention was made in this Survey of 
remnants and survivals of paganism in 
Northern Europe, among them jumping 
through fires on St. John’s Evening. Mr. 
Ernst Michaelis of Petropolis, Brazil, 
gives an interesting parallel of Brazil- 
ian Catholic observance of St. John's 
Day, which suggests sun-worship and 
the fire cult of Moloch: 

“Huge fires are prepared for a week 
in advance, trees being dragged down 
from the forest. Booths are set up of 
green bamboos and one largef in the 
form of a church, . . . Paper balloons 
are made on a wire frame and a rag 
soaked with kerosene provides the heat 
for the balloons to ascend. They often 
set forest fires blazing. The worshipers 
chant songs to St. John, as the balloons 
rise. 

When the fires are blazing fiercely, 
young men jump through them. They 
are huge blazes, and as I watched this 
jumping last St. John’s Day, I thought 
of Moloch (passing children through 
Moloch fires). I came up against a vic- 
tim pf this fire-jumping, a Negro whose 
whole hands, arms, legs, and feet were 
masses of running blisters and burned 
flesh.” At great personal sacrifice, Mr. 
Michaelis paid for his hospitalization. 


¢ The Catholic University of Petropolis, 


on the same St, John’s Day, the sum- 
mer solstice, the sun’s longest day, gave 
a ball to all teachers in state schools and 
higher students in the colleges. 


European Notes.—Alcoholics Anony- 
mous pays lip’ service to God, and for- 
gets Christ’s words, “No man cometh 
unto the Father but by me.” The great 
French Blue Cross Society for the sal- 
vage of drunkards has during its ex- 
istence brought 25,000 hopeless alcoholics 
to Christ and a new life. Always Christ- 
centered, in its 1954 Congress, it changed 
its pledge from “with the aid of God” to 
“with the aid of the God of Jesus Christ, 
who alone can redeem drinkers.” . 

Lugano (N. Italy) is a name which 
brings up unsuccessful peace politics be- 
tween two dreadful wars. Now it has 
a happier connotation. To the Messianic 
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Jewish movement has been given a 
villa here where a Bible school is to be 
established and a center for Christian 
fellowship. Together with it has come 
a farm equipped and other property, 
“It seems as if God intends us to build 
a home for His work in this beautiful 
corner of Europe. These doors have 
opened without any seeking on our part.” 

A writer in World Dominion tells of 
a French evangelist, who travels all over 
the south of France from farm to farm, 
repairing clocks. He has been doing 
this for nine years, during the winter 
months. He receives, in addition to 
meals, enough to pay for his other modest 
needs, all the time preaching Christ. 
Now he has enlisted three student 
helpers who often present a joint mes- 
sage in town halls evenings. 


German rationalists talk of “demyth- 
ologizing the New Testament.” In 
Walter Kuenneth’s “Theologie der Aufer- 
stehung” (“Theology of the Resurrec- 
tion”) he makes this shrewd point: 

“Although preached in centers of 
pagan religion, the resurrection message 
was in no way received as a new, but 
essentially similar, myth. On the con- 
trary, it was considered to be wholly 
different and a thing to awaken hostility. 
Hence it was rejected. If the resur- 
rection of Jesus had been merely a myth, 
its presentation would have been as little 
objectionable to classical paganism as 
hundreds of other myths.” 


Dr. R. T. Ketcham, in the Baptist Bul- 
letin, comments on the laying of the cor- 
nerstone of Christ Methodist Church, 
Wheeling, W. Va., with full Masonic 
ritual, by quoting from Wilmhurst’s “The 
Masonic Initiation,” p. 215: 

“It is well for a man to be born ina 
church, but terrible for hfm to die in 
one; for in religion there must be 
growth. A young man is to be censured 
who fails to attend the church of his 
nation; the elderly man is to be cen- 
sured if he does attend. He ought to 
have outgrown what the church offers 
and to have attained a higher order 
of religious life. . . . Those who fee] the 
need of richer fare than the churches 
provide will find it in the ancient gnosis 
to which Freemasohry serves as a por- 
tal of entrance.” 

So Dr. Fort Newton in his work on 
Masonry, Vol. 19, p. 14: “Man is never 
closer to God than when he kneels, spir- 
itually naked, at the altar of Masonry”; 
and Vol. 17, p. 38: “Do not seek to 
make converts; be content if they have 
the religion of Socrates.” 

Joseph Fort Newton, originally a Texas 
Baptist minister, was former minister 
of the City Temple, London. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 4. JANUARY 23. THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 


John 14:25, 26; 16:7-15, Acts 2:1-4; 3:1 to 4:31; Romans 8:26, 27; 1 Corinthians 2:9-16, Galatians 5:22, 23, 
printed text, John 16:7-11; Acts 2:1-4; 4:8-12 


Golden Text.—Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you.—Acts 1:8 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient 
for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter 
will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him 
unto you. 

8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, 
and of righteousness, and of judgment: 

9 Of sin, because they believe not on me; 

10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye 
see me no more; 

11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 

Acts 2:1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, 
they were all with one accord in one place. 

2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a 
rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they 
were sitting. 

3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of 


4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began 
to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 


‘ . . . . 


Chap. 4:8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto 
them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel, 

9 If we this day be examined of the good deed. done to the 
impotent man, by what means he is made whole; 

10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, 
that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye 
crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth 
this man stand here before you whole. 

11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you 
builders, which is become the head of the corner, 

12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is 
none other name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 








fire, and it sat upon each of them. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

HE Bible has so much to say about 
Tite Holy Spirit that no one has been 

able to deal exhaustively with this 
great theme. As early as Genesis 1:2 
we read about Him, and in the last 
chapter of Revelation He still appears 
(v. 17). 

Our Lord made several statements 
about the Holy Spirit which indicate 
the reverence and the honor in which 
we must hold Him. Here is one: “Who- 
soever shall speak a word against the 
Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: 
but unto him that blasphemeth against 
the Holy Ghost it shall not be for- 
given” (Luke 12:10). We cannot here 
discuss “the unpardonable sin,” but only 
draw* attention to this solemn verse to 
remind ourselves of the profound sanc- 
tity which surrounds the person of the 
Holy Spirit. Then there is the verse in 
our lesson, John 16:7: “It is expedient 
for you that I go away: for if I go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto 
you; but if I depart, I will send him 
unto you.” ‘This surely indicates the 
importance, in our Lord’s view, of the 
Holy Spirit’s presence with His people, 
and should stir in us a very high regard 
for the third person of the Holy Trinity. 

The Holy Spirit has been called 
“Christ’s other self.” Our Lord spoke 


of Him as “&nother Comforter” (John 
14:16), the one who was. to take His 
place with the disciples, but whose pres- 
ence with them would be superior in 
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two respects—that He would remain 
with them, and that He would be an 
indwelling presence, and so closer than 
the Christ of the Incarnation. At the 
same time, the Holy Spirit did not come 
to supplant the Lord, or even to replace 
Him, but rather to communicate the 
risen, glorified Lord to His people. His 
entire work revolves around Christ, to 
make Him known, to make Him real to 
faith. So He is not the rival of the Lord 
Jesus, but His second presence, 
representative, His agent. 

We have a solemn duty to become ac- 
quainted with the doctrine of the Holy 
Spirit—His place in the Godhead, His 
activities in former ages, His present 
ministries in this “age of the Spirit.” 
Still more important, it is our privilege 
and obligation to enter into personal, 
conscious, vital relation with the Holy 
Spirit, submitting to His control, receiv- 
ing His guidance, and realizing His 
power. But the more we fulfill this 
Sacred duty, the more we shall find our- 
selves occupied with the Lord Jesus, 
knowing Him better, sensing His pres- 
ence more deeply, and becoming more 
like Him. “He shall glorify me,” said 
Jesus (John 16:14), and His work in us 
is fulfilled as Jesus is glorified in us. 


Verse by Verse ~ 
John 16:7.—“It is expedient for you 
that I go away . . . the Comforter . 


I will send him unto you.” See what 
value the Lord put upon the Holy Spirit. 
Since the coming of the Spirit was con- 
tingent upon the Lord’s going away (see 
John 7:39), His departure was actually 


for the disciples’ profit. Who would have 
dared say that but the Lord Himself? 


Verse 8—“. _. . he will reprove the 
world of sin, and of righteousness, and 
of judgment.” The work of the Holy 
Spirit is not to convert the world, but 
to convict it, with respect to the three 
items here mentioned. This does not 
necessarily involve a deep sense of sin, 
righteousness, and judgment in the indi- 
vidual. Where that takes place, it is 


Hise usually, in preparation for conversion. 


This is a legal work (see Topics for De- 
velopment). 


Verse 9.—“Of sin, because they believe 
not on me.” The ground of conviction 
is unbelief. So long as men refuse to 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, they 
are still “pilloried” as sinners. As soon 
as they turn in faith to Him, the con- 
viction is withdrawn. 


Verse 10.—“Of righteousness, because 
I go to my Father...” Christ at God’s 
right hand is the only righteousness ac- 
ceptable to God for sinners, and to that 
righteousness the Holy Spirit points as 
alone sufficient and available for men. 


Verse 11.—“Of judgment, because the 
prince of this world is judged.” The 
“prince of this world” is Satan, who 
stands judged by the Cross of Christ. 
The Cross is the symbol of God’s,judg- 
ment upon all evil, and spells out the 
certain doom of the Evil One, and of 
all who take part with him in rebellion. 

Acts 2:1—“. . . the day of Pentecost 

. . all with one accord in one place.” 
The little company were obeying the 
command of the Lord to “wait for the 
% 
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promise of the Father” (Acts 1:4). Pen- 
tecost was fifty days after the Passover. 

Verse 2.—“. . . sound .. . as of a rush- 
ing mighty wind ... filled all the house 
..- The first of three phenomena ac- 
companying the advent of the Holy 
Spirit. Just as the heavier notes of a 
great organ fill every part of a cathedral, 
so that one actually feels the reverbera- 
tion, so this sound like a mighty wind 
filled the whole place, as if heralding 
the coming of the Spirit. 

Verse 3>—“. . . cloven tongues like as 
of fire... sat upon each of them.” The 
second phenomena, divided tongues, 
like flames (it does not say tongues of 
fire), resting on each of the group. 

Verse 4—“. . . filled with. the Holy 
Ghost . . . to speak with other tongues 
...’ Compare the phrases used in 1:5; 
1:8, and here. The best explanation 
seems to be that several operations took 
place at once. Here the emphasis is on 
the filling, with the third accompanying 


phenomenon, speaking in other lan- 
guages. 
Chap. 4:8.—*. . . Peter, filled with the 


Holy Ghost . . . Ye rulers of the people 
..* This does not mean that Peter 
had been “unfilled” since 2:4 and had 
to be refilled. But it was in the power 
of the Spirit’s fullness that he spoke. 

Verse 9.—“. . . the good deed ... by 
what means he is made whole.” For the 
“good deed,” see 3:1-8. It had become 
a test case. 

Verse 10.—“, . . by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead... 
doth this man stand .: . whole.” Here 
is a fearless statement. The name of 
a dead man could not empower such 
actions. Peter unequivocally charged 
the Jewish leaders with the death of 
Christ, and as boldly affirmed the action 
of God in raising Him from the dead. 
Here was the secret of power—a risen, 
living Lord. 

Verse 11—“This is the stone 
which is become the head of the cor- 
ner.” A reference to Psalm _ 118:22, 
quoted also by our Lord in Matthew 21: 
42. ‘ 

Verse 12.—“Neither is there salvation 
in any other ... none other name. ., 
whereby we must be saved.” The ex- 
clusive claim which has stumbled many. 
Christ is not one of many saviors, but 
the only Saviour, chosen of God, and the 
only one who has met the requirements 
of saviourhood. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Our Lord regarded the coming of the 
Holy Spirit as a very important event. 
So much so, that He declared His own 
departure, upon which the coming of the 
Holy Spirit was contingent, to be profit- 
able for His disciples (John 16:7). Now 
it was not the mere event that our Lord 
was considering, but the ministry which 
the event would initiate. In other words, ¢ 
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; Last Week’s Lesson 


3. January 16.—Christ, the Son of the 

Living. God. Matthew 16:13-17; 

John 1:1-14; 5:17, 18; 14:8-14; 

17:1-5; Philippians 2:5-11; Colos- 
sians 1:15-20; Hebrews 1:1-4 


Next Week’s Lesson 


5. January 30.—Man’s Nature and 
Need. Genesis’ 1:26-31; 6:5, 6; 
Matthew 6:9, 10; Mark 7:21-23; 

Luke 6:35, 36; Romans 3:23; He- 
brews 2:6-18 








Jesus told His disciples that the pres- 
ence of the Holy Spirit was of more 
value to them than His own bodily pres- 
ence. That would be hard for them to 
accept, but in the light of His death, 
resurrection, and ascension, and the pres- 
ent work of the Holy Spirit, we can see 
why it was so, 


Our lesson portions present only a 
few of the manifold ministries of the 
Holy Spirit. The first is in regard to the 
world, stated by our Lord in John 16: 
8-11. It is a ministry of conviction, with 
respect to three matters—sin, .righteous- 
ness, and judgment. Notice the ground 
of this conviction. Men stand convicted 
of sin so long as they fail to believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Nothing short 
of the righteousness of the Man in the 
Glory is accepted by the Holy Spirit. 
The Cross, which sealed the judgment 
of Satan and his hosts (John 12:31-33; 
Col. 2:14, 15), is the guarantee of judg- 
ment for the unbeliever, as it is the 
certainty of salvation for the believer. 
This ministry of the Holy Spirit is not 
necessarily one of salvation. It is stated 
as directed toward “the world,” not par- 
ticularly toward the elect. It is rather of 








Uisestions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT is the first reference to the 
Holy Spirit in the Bible? 

2. What is the last reference to the 
Holy Spirit in the Bible? 

3. In what two connections did our 
Lord give the Holy Spirit a place of 
priority to Himself? 

4. With respect to what three great 
facts does the Holy Spirit convict the 
world? ‘ 

5. How is one released from the con- 
viction of the Holy Spirit? 

6. In what event was “the prince of 
this world” judged? 

7. What three outward tokens accom- 
panied the advent of the Holy Spirit 
on the Day of Pentecost? 

8. What are the real evidences of be- 
ing filled with the Holy Spirit? 

9. What big difference did Pentecost 
make in Peter? 

10. What testimony did Peter give to 
the Lord Jesus before the Sanhedrin? 


(Answers on page 37) 





January 8, 1955 


a legal character, but in the case of 
the elect it stirs to a sense of need, to 
repentance, and faith. Such a ministry 
does mean that when we testify to 
men concerning sin, and righteousness, 
and judgment, we have the backing of 
the Holy Spirit. Is not that why even 
Felix trembled? (Acts 24:25.) 

The promise was fulfilled. On the 
day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit came 
(Acts 2:1-4). Some remarkable demon- 
strations marked the great event—the 
mysterious sound “as of a_ rushing 
mighty wind,” the “cloven tongues like 
as of fire,” and the speaking in other 
tongues. The essential feature of the 
event, however, was that “they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost.” This is 
what accounted for their startling ad- 
vance in understanding, in courage, in 
power, and effectiveness, till that. puz- 
zled, baffled, trembling group was,stir- 
ring all Jerusalem and challenging the 
very rulers who‘had condemned Jesus 
to death, and thousands were commit- 
ting themselves to the faith of the cru- 
cified, risen Saviour, including great 
numbers of the priests (Acts 6:7). 

Nor was this the passing experience of 
a moment. These Spirit-filled men sud- 
denly became the real masters of Jeru- 
salem. The attempts of the Sanhedrin 
to restrain them were impotent. Men 
“filled with the Holy Ghost” do not quail 
before rulers, but give testimony to the 
Lordship of Christ with all boldness 
(Acts 4:8-12). Peter and John did not 
hesitate to depict these rulers of Israel, 
who thought of themselves as God’s rep- 
resentatives, in the role of rebels against 
God. Look at the phrase, “whom ye 
crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead.” Here is conflict indeed. But the 
testimony contains also the word of sal- 
vation (v. 12), for Jesus came, not to 
condemn, but to save. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The promise of the Holy Spirit (John 
16:7) 

2. The conviction of the Holy Spirit 
(John 16:8-11) + 

3. The advent of the Holy Spirit (Acts 
2: 1-4) 

4. The boldness of the Holy Spirit (Acts 
4: 8-12) 


Topics for Development _ 


Pentecost. The group gathered in the 
upper room in Jerusalem received the 
Holy Spirit with accompanying signs— 
the sound like wind, the strange “cloven 
tongues” like flames, and the speaking in 
the tongues of those present in Jerusa- 
lem at the feast. Does this mean that 
such signs must always be present 
to mark the receiving of the Holy Spirit, 
or being filled with the Holy Spirit? 
The first of these has rarely been known 
to recur, the second has never been re- 
peated to my knowledge. The third 
was repeated on several occasions—in 
Cesarea (Acts 10:46), and in Ephesus 
(Acts 19:6). On the other hand, neither 
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in the New Testament nor in church his- 
tory can it be claimed that every ex- 
perience of being filled with the Holy 
Spirit was accompanied with “tongues,” 
any more than it can be claimed that 
the other phenomena have always been 
present. The real sign of Pentecost is 
none of these, but a new understanding 
of Christ, a new holiness of life, and a 
new power to witness. Let these be 
seen, and you have the evidence of a 
Spirit-filled life. We shall leave it to 
the sovereign Spirit to grant such other 
tokens as He will, to whomsoever He 
will. 

Conviction, In John 16:8, the King 
James Version uses the word “reprove,” 
but “convict” more fully represents the 
Greek. In an old commentary I find 
this illuminating statement: “The idea 
of ‘conviction’ is complex. It involves 
the conceptions of authoritative exam- 
ination, of unquestionable proof, of de- 
cisive judgment, of punitive power. 
Whatever the final issue may be, he who 
‘convicts’ another places the truth of the 
case in dispute in a clear Hght before 
him, so that it must be seen and ac- 
knowledged as truth. He who then re- 
jects the conclusion which this exposi- 
tion involves, rejects it with his eyes 
open and at his peril.” The Holy Spirit 
has a complete case against the world, 
with respect to sin, righteousness, and 
judgment. Those who bow before the 
conviction of.the Holy Spirit, in repent- 
ance and acceptance of the saving pro- 
vision in Christ, are immediately and 
forever released from the conviction. It 
no longer holds for them. But for those 
who do not believe, the conviction 
stands, to be consummated in the exe- 
cution of the judgment. The conviction 
of the Spirit, then, is not just a stirring 
of ‘the feelings of the sinner. It is a 
summing up of the case against him, and 
his response determines death or life. 


Practical Applications 

Do not wish for “the days of his flesh” 
when you have the abiding Spirit to 
make His presence real, 

There is no promise that the Holy Spirit 
will convert the world—only that He 
will convict it. Do not be discouraged, 
then, if some will not believe. 

The judgment of the prince of this 
world is not only a guarantee of the 
judgment of this world, but also of our 
victory over the world and its prince, 

Give the Holy Spirit full access to your 
life, and you need not be concerned with 
the outward tokens. 

The great work of the Holy Spirit is 
to glorify the Lord Jesus (John 16:14). 
The more you are filled with the Spirit, 
the more you will be taken up with 
Jesus, 

We need not fear the face of man when 
we have the backing of the Holy Spirit. 


Golden Text 


Acts 1:8.—“But ye shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
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you... ye shall be witnesses . . , unto 
the uttermost part of the earth.” Power 
is never given to the Christian as an in- 
dependent possession. Always it is 
linked with the presence of the Holy 
Spirit. In our hands power might be 
desecrated, but in the hands of the Holy 
Spirit it will always glorify God, 
ELMuurRsT, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTeD HyMNS 
“Holy, Holy, Holy” 
“Our Blest Redeemer, Ere He Breathed” 
“Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Almighty 
God, our Heavenly Father, close our ears 
to the sounds of earth and our eyes to 
its scenes that we might be absorbed 
just now with the truths of Thy Word. 
Forgive us that our love to Thee is faint 
and cold, while Thine to us is so great. 
May Thy Spirit show us more and more 
of our Saviour, and kindle in us a glow- 
ing love for Him and toward Thee, 
Father, for sending Thy Son to save us. 
Empty our hearts of the love of the 
world and all love of self. Fill us with 
the Holy Spirit that we may have the 
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zeal and the power to serve Thee as we 
ought. Guide us, keep us, help us, use 
us. Be tenderly merciful to all who 
suffer in body, mind, or soul, and such 
as lack life’s necessities. Deliver them 
as they cry unto Thee and bring in the 
better day when sin shall be overthrown 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
Hear us for our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A sweet old hymn 
for children says of the time when our 
Lord was on earth, “I should like to 
have been with them then.” Yet the 
truth is we are more privileged than 
if we had been with Him then. You can 
see that by just comparing Peter before 
and after the Lord returned to Heaven. 
At Passover time he cowered before the 
servant girl who accused him of being 
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a follower of Jesus. But at Pentecost 
time, just a few weeks later, Peter boldly 
preached in Jerusalem the resurrection 
of the crucified Lord, and a little later, 
when brought before the leaders who 
had secured the death of his Lord, Peter 
faced them with their crime and declared 
that God had raised the one they slew. 


THE WORLD'S NO. ONE PROBLEM! 


“He will reprove 
the world of 
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Notice well that it was not when he 
lived daily with the Lord Jesus that 
Peter was so greatly changed, but after 
the Lord had returned to Heaven and 
sent the Holy Spirit to dwell in His 
followers. He had told them in the 
upper room that it was better for them 
that He go away because then the Holy 
Spirit would come to them. Just before 
His ascension He had Said, “Ye shall 
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you.” And so it was. The 
presence and power of the Holy Spirit 
brought about the great change in Peter, 
making him much more brave and suc- 
cessful in serving Christ than when the 
Lord was on earth. We need not think 
we would be befter Christians had we 
been with Christ when He was here. 
All the power we need to be all a Chris- 
tian should be is available for us as we 
yield to the control of the Holy Spirit. 
But it is one thing to have the Holy 
Spirit in us and another to have Him 
fill us. He takes only as much of our 
hearts as we give Him. A Chinese Chris- 
tian once said his country’s greatest need 
was men with hot hearts to tell the love 
of Jesus. But only Christians filled with 
the Holy Spirit have hearts on fire for 
Christ and souls. Pray to be emptied 
of self and filled with the Spirit. 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN, 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


_ “It is expedient for you that I go away 
.. (John 16:7)—Why was it both 
necessary and profitable for the Lord to 
go away? For one thing, the Holy Spirit 
was not to be given until Jesus became 
the glorified Lord (John 7:39). The 
Spirit on earth was to testify of a Christ 
in Glory; hence the Lord Jesus must of 
necessity die, be buried, rise, and ascend 
to Heaven before this could be fulfilled. 

Another thing, the withdrawal of the 
Saviour’s limited bodily presence for the 
coming of the omnipresent Holy Spirit, 
who could be in and with all believers 
in all places, at all times, would be a 
great advantage to the disciples. 

Take one example.. .When Lazarus 
died, his sisters sent word to the Lord 
Jesus, who was in a distant place. By 
the time He arrived in Bethany to com- 
fort them, four days had elapsed (John 
11:39). Now that the Holy Spirit is 
here, He immediately comforts believers 
in their trials. 

The other night a preacher told us 
that he was away from home when he 
received word that one of his parish- 
ioners had been bereaved of her hus- 
band. Before he could reach themourner 
to comfort her, the Holy Spirit had done 
His work of comforting the deeply tried 
one. As soon as the .widow saw the 
preacher, she said: “All is well with 
me! I have never known the nearness 
of the Lord and His presence with me, 
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as I have in this trial; and I know, too, 
that for my husband it is ‘very far bet- 
a. 

In the verses immediately following 
those covered in our lesson, the Lord 
Jesus revealed the precious fact that in 
addition to comforting them, the Holy 
Spirit would “guide you into all truth 

. shew you things to come... glo- 
rify me.” Who can fully estimate the 
advantage of having such a guide and 
teacher with one at all times, under all 
circumstances! 


“Of sin, because they believe not on 


me” (John 16:9).—Many sins are men-, 


tioned in Holy Scripture for which God 
will bring impenitent individuals to 
judgment; but the great sin of the world, 
as such, is its unbelief in the Christ of 
God which resulted in His betrayal and 
murder. Although the Son of God was 
here in the perfection of love and grace, 
He was despised, rejected, and crucified 


‘ by’His creatures. In the court of Heaven, 


the world stands convicted of the mur- 
der of the just one. The world does 
not admit its guilt, but there is joy in 
the midst of the angels of Heaven over 
individuals who repent and believe. 


“.. of righteousness, because I go to 
my Father” (John 16:10).—The world 
was most unrighteous in casting out the 
Son. The Father was perfectly right- 
eous in receiving and exalting Him to 
His own right hand. 

The world accused the Lord of being 
a glutton, a winebibber, a Sabbath- 
breaker, and a deceiver. They said He 
was demon-possessed, and guilty of blas- 
Rhemy; so they felt justified in con- 
demning Him, in the Father’s name, to 
a felon’s death. Naturally, they ex- 
pected the Father to be on their side 
in this matter; but the resurrection and 
exaltation of the Son, and His sending 
the Holy Spirit into the world, revealed 
the fact that the Father was on His Son’s 
side—and righteously so, for the Son 
was not guilty of the things charged 
against Him. 

Little Billy and his teammates were 
utterly disappointed at losing a game to 
a team guilty of resorting to “unneces- 
sary roughness.” He went home and 
Surprised his mother ‘by saying: “God 
was on the side of the bad boys, and 
they won! We decided before the game 
to try hard and not get mad or cheat 
or say bad words. And not one fellow 
did; but the other team did—like fury.” 

Mother knew that Billy was too bitter 
even for sympathy. When Father came 
home, she related the case to him. He 
thought carefully a moment, and when 
Billy came into the room, the father 
cheerfully said: “Well, my boy, I hear 
you won out today.” “Well, then,” in 
a voice of awful solemnity Billy said, 
“you heard wrong, ‘cause we didn’t.” 
“Oh, but I heard there were two contests; 
which did you lose?” “Why, I don’t 
know what you mean, Father.” “Mother 
told me you lost the match, but you won 
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the big, important thing—you conquered 
all the anger, unfairness, and bad lan- 
guage. Congratulations, my boy! You 
won out, and I’m proud of you.” 

“Why, that’s so, Dad,” he said joyfully, 
after a minute. “I didn’t see that. And 
God was on our side after all, wasn’t 
He?” 

At Calvary it looked as though God 
was on the side of the murderers of 
His Son; but the resurrection, and the 
consequent facts, revealed that He 
wasn't. His righteousness was. mani- 
fested in taking His Son out of the world 
into Glory. 


“Of judgment, because the prince of 
this world is judged” (John 16:11).— 
Satan is the prince of this world (John 
12:31). He was judged at the cross, by 
his. attitude toward Christ. “In his de- 
sire to ruin man he had to hazard every- 
thing in his enterprise against the Prince 
of Peace. He was able to associate the 
whole world with himself in this, Jew 
and Gentile, priest and people, governor, 


we 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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soldier, and subject. The world was 
there, headed by its prince, on that 
solemn day. The enemy had everything 
at stake, and the world was with him” 
(Synopsis). 

Satan has been judged; but the sen- 
tence has not been executed. It will 
be summarily executed when he is put 
in the bottomless pit (Rev. 20:3); and 
finally, when he is cast into the lake of 
fire (Rev. 20:10). 

The world is not yet judged, but will 
be according to Acts 17:31. He who 
places his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
“shall not come into condemnation; but 
is passed from death unto life” (John 
5:24). - 

“.. ye shall be witnesses unto me 
...” (Acts 1:8).—A Christian naval wire- 
less operator during the war snatched 
a few moments for his “quiet time,” 
when no message was going over. He 
decided to send Psalm 23 out over the 
water and see if any ship would take 
it up. After he had sent the last word, 
sixteen ships answered a_ wireless 
“Amen.” Give your testimony, and be 
surprised at the volume of Amens you 
receive, 

Wawona, CALIF, 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class. 


AY, fellows, there is a very inter- 

esting and rare service performed 
for men of prominence and leadership, 
by what is known as “ghost” writers. 
Even the President of the United States 
has a ghost writer to compose many of 
his state papers and messages to the 
public. One has to be very talented and 
very wise to do this. He*must be thor- 
oughly familiar with the state of the 
nation and international problems to 
render such a service; and always he is 
in the background, behind the scenes 
and out of sight—even unknown to the 
public that is to receive and ponder his 
productions, for supposedly it is the 
President speaking. Of course it is what 
the President approves and advocates. 
Indeed, the President, no doubt, tells 
the g.w. the gist of what he wants to say 
and the g.w. whips it into proper shape. 
I doubt not the President frequently 
makes some last-minute changes in the 
Script. This latter feature prevents it 
from being a perfect illustration of what 
we wanted to say about the Holy Ghost, 
but it helps some. 

The Holy Ghost, the third person in 
the Trinity, is the least known and un- 
derstood by us humans, yet He is very 
active in all that pertains to our experi- 
ences as Christians. It is of great im- 
portance that we learn all we can about 
Him, for He is a person, just as God 
our Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ 
our Saviour are persons. You will never 
do a better thing for yourself-than to 
learn all you can about Him and culti- 
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PRAY for continent-wide revival 
Your prayerful support is the life-blood of this 
campaign! We urge you to pray_as never be- 
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Make Re talks oamio, your teaching easier with 
Story- ——_ ible characters. Students love 
these REALISTIC, LIFELIKE DRAWINGS, best full 
COLOR, LARGE SIZE most in demand. No thumb- 
tacking or pinning, just move figures from place to 
place on beautifully oil pune flannel back- 
grounds as your story unfolds. 


VIS-U-FOLD . . . Aluminum Telescopic Tripod, fabric 
board folds into compact roll. 


STORY-0-GRAPHS 


P.O. Box 145M Dept.T Pasadena 16, Califormia 





FLANNELGRAPHS from 


GENESIS TO REVELATION 
only «® Story-O-Graphs 
COMPLETELY covers the Bible 


YOUR CHOICE OF: 


40 stories of the OLD TESTAMENT 
36 stories of the GOSPEL 
10 stories of the ACTS 
2 stories on MISSIONARIES 
More than 1000 Bible characters 
13 colorful, hand painted BACKGROUNDS 


Write for FREE folder and price list of approxi-* 
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Send now for our attrac 
tive free monthly pictoria! 


MISSION 
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(color) 
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CAN COMICS BE CHRISTIAN? 


Christian comics are a regular feature in 
MY CHUM, the fascinating monthly maga- 
zine for children 4 to 14. Look for Christ- 
centered stories, games, puzzles, too. $3 
year. Sample free. 


MY CHUM —_—_Box $8, Highland, IMlinois 
PULPIT COWNS 


Choir Gowns—Choir Cassocks and Cottas 
Communion Linens—Table Scarves 
Pulpit Hangings and Bible Markers 


Prices and samples sent on request 
14 West 40th Street 
d. M. HALL, Inc., New York 18, N.Y. 
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vate His acquaintance. Although He is 
a Spirit, and invisible, yet you can learn 
to think of Him as your personal and 
ever-present friend. He knows all your 
needs (much better than you do), He 
knows your thoughts and ambitions, He 
knows what your besetting sin is, He 
understands your difficulties, and knows 
how-to direct you through them most 
happily. All you have to do is just keep 
in touch with Him through prayer and 
your Bible. 

You can talk to Him, day or night, for 
He is ready to hear you at all times. 
Indeed, you do not have to speak audibly, 
for He knows your thoughts. You do 
not have to explain anything to Him; 
He already knows the situation far bet- 
ter than you do. And, remember, He 
must do some talking, too, if He is to 
direct you. It would really be better to 
let Him do most of the talking—then 
you will know the better what to do 
and how to do it. The greatest thing 
the Holy Spirit (for that also is His 
name) will ever do for you is to reveal 
Jesus Christ to you, so that you may 
really know Him as your Saviour and 
Lord. And one of the ways He has of 
doing this is through your Bible. That 
is the Word of God. The Holy Spirit 
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EVANGELISTS and PASTORS 


Today as never before, our days are 
numbered in the Mission field. Every 
effort is being made to help children to 
know the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. 
What better way is there than to take 
the homeless children off the street — 
house, clothe and feed them for His 
Name’s sake. 


Today over 125 Chinese children sit 
at the feet of our native workers and 
feed on the Word of God daily. 


Chicago 18, Illinois 
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is the one who dictated it. He told the 
writers (“holy men of old”) what to 
write. In all reverence we may call 
Him the heavenly Writer. And when 
you read it, He will show you clearly 
the meaning of it. Always ask Him to 
do that when you open your Bible to 
read. You will find it makes a difference. 

Again, fellows, with all the ‘emphasis 
I can command, let me persuade you to 
cultivate the acquaintance and compan- 
ionship of the Holy Spirit. He will 
show you how to live the real life and 
at the same time provide the power 
for it. 

WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 


rm 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
After the Power Came.—yYe shall re- 

ceive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you (Acts 1:8, Golden 
Text). A women’s Bible class in a cer- 
tain church was known for years for 
its worldly activities, especially in rais- 
ing money for the church. But a great 
change came to that class, and the sec- 
retary told me about it. “Since Mrs. 
R— became our teacher and showed us 
we needed to be converted, and know 
the Holy Spirit’s power in our lives to 
be well pleasing to God, you wouldn’t 
know our class. The difference is like 
J—’s shop. They used to have their 
window full of beautiful electric fix- 
tures, but they were never lighted, be- 
cause they had no electricity, but after 
the electric light came, and the fixtures 
were lighted at night, what a contrast! 
Before Mrs. R— came to us, we knew 
nothing about the power God meant 
every Christian to have.”—Sent by Mrs. 
J. Shields, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


Unclean Pitchers—And when he is 
come, he will reprove the world of sin, 
and of righteousness, and of judgment 
(John 16:8). Dr. Alvin Orr*of the 
United Presbyterian Church was point- 
ing out some of the misconceptions on 
the part of professing Christians re- 
garding the Christian life, and used an 
illustration out of his early life. In the 
city in which he once lived, the old- 
fashioned way of delivering milk was for 
the milkman to dip it out of a great 
receptacle in his two-horse_ vehicle. 
Suppose, he said, his wife had gone out 
with a pitcher one day, and when the 
milkman looked into it he saw some 
drops of ink in the bottom of it; as he 
further investigated, he found ‘some 
vinegar had also been spilled into that 
pitcher. He would have said, “Please 
take that pitcher back and clean it, or 
bring me another one.” Then Dr. Orr 
said, “God simply will not put His 
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Spirit into a vessel that is black with 
disobedience or sour with unlove.”— 
From Christ Life Magazine. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Hindering Criticism.—And when the 
day. of Pentecost was fully come, they 
were all with one accord in one place 
(Acts 2:1). In his book, “The Fullness 
of the Gospel,” D. L. Moody stated: 
“Supposing that on the day of Pente- 
cost the apostles had been criticizing 
Peter, do you think the Holy Spirit 
would have worked so miraculously? 
Imagine John’s whispering to James, ‘It 
does not seem to me that Peter is quite 
up to himself this morning’; and James’ 
replying, ‘I am disappointed myself. 
This is a representative audience, and 
he lacks polish and finish! Suppose 
Andrew had turned to Matthew and said, 
‘Really, that is too bad for Peter to be 
so harsh on the Pharisees and rulers. 
There are so many others things upon 
which we can agree. I do wish he 
would avoid all controversial subjects!’ 
Do you think that if that had been the 
attitude of the apostles there would have 
been any conversions?” Suppose we try 
the effect of sympathy and prayer, in- 
stead of criticism, upon our minister’s 
sermons.—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hills- 
boro, Kans. 


The Testimony of the Roof.—As the 
Spirit gave them utterance (Acts 2:4). 
It is not only in “other tongues” that 
the Spirit gives utterance. When re- 
vival came .to Bomili in the Belgian 
Congo recently, Clifford White recalls 
in World Conquest that one side of the 
roof of the new printing shop showed 
it. He writes: “On the first side when 
I had three carpenters on the tin bat- 
tens, I had to take many of them 6ff, 
and do most of them myself; but the 
revival began before we started the sec- 
ond side, and I never put one batten on 
that side, and only had to help put right 
about two around the ventilator, which 
were rather difficult and not dud to bad 
workmanship. We call that part of the 
roof our testimony to the reality of this 
movement of the Spirit.”—Sent by Elisa- 
beth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


The Master’s Brush Not Enough.— 
Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost (Acts 
4:8). A young Italian boy knocked one 
day at the door of an artist’s studio in 
Rome, and when it was opened, ex- 
claimed, “Please, madam, will you give 
Me the master’s brush?” The painter 
was dead, and the boy, inflamed with 
a longing to be an artist, wished for the 
great master’s brush. The lady placed 
the brush in the boy’s hands, saying, 
“This is his brush; try it, my boy.” 
With a flush of earnestness on his face, 
he tried, but found he could paint no 
better than with his own. The lady 
then said to him, “You cannot paint like 
the great master unless you have his 
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spirit.” So it is with us in the church 
today: if we have not the Master's Spirit 
we cannot successfully carry on the 
Master’s work.—From the Expositor. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


No Place for the Stone.—This is the 
stone which was set at nought of you 
builders, which is become the head of 
the corner (Acts 4:11). Peter now ap- 
plies the inspired words of the Psalmist 
(118:22) to the Lord Jesus as*the Lord 
Himself had done in one of His parables 
(Matt. 21:42). The Jews had a legend 
based on that statement of the Psalmist. 
According to that legend, when the Tem- 
ple of Solomon was being built, the 
masons sent up from the quarry below 
a stone different in ‘size and shape from 
all the rest they had sent up. Looking 
at it, the builders said: “There is no 
place for this stone. There must be 
some mistake.” So they rolled it down 
the edge of the cliff into the valley of 
Kidron below the Temple area. As 
time went on (for the Temple was seven 
years in building), they were ready for 
the chief cornerstone. When they asked 
for it they were told, “We sent it up to 
you long ago.” One of the workmen 
said: “I recall it now. There was a 
stone altogether different from the rest, 
and we thought there was no place for 
it, and rolled it down to the valley be- 
low.” Men were sent down to find the 
stone. They succeeded in doing so; and 
when the stone was brought up it fitted 
perfectly into its place—the headstone 
of the corner.—From Tom M. Olson, in 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by, 
Blanche Blair Kuhn, Scottdale, Pa. 


The Power of a Name.—For there is 
none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved 
(Acts 4:12). A city missidn worker sat 
down to rest on a park bench; a dejected 
looking man sat beside him. The worker 
spoke to the man, who told him he was 
just out of the hospital, and he had no 
money and nowhere to go. The worker 
took a card from his pocket, wrote his 
name —~ it, and said: “Here, friend, 
take this to the Mission. They 
will help you.” The poor man was much 
affected by the stranger’s kindness, and 
said, “Strange, isn’t it, what a name 
can do for one?” “Yes,” said the worker, 
“you are right. My name on that card 
will open a door to you, where you will 
be warmed and fed; but I can tell you 
of another mame that will open Heaven’s 
door to you, and make you safe for 
all eternity.”"—Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lible 
land 
Tour 


OF NEAR EAST & EUROPE 


"Come with us and walk where Jesus walked” 


Dr. Carl F. H. Henry, Professor of 
Theology at Fuller Theological Semi- 
nary, and Mrs. Henry, will lead a 
group on a 39-day tour to Israel, 
Lebanon, Egypt, Greece, Italy, etc. 


Tour flight leaves New York June 20, 
returns July 29. $1585 all inclusive. 
For full information, write Dept. 2A 


JEAN BERKE TRAVEL SERVICE, INC. 
516 Fifth Avenue, New York 36, N.Y. 








Cash In On EVERY Occasion 
with MIDWEST Greeting Cards 


e bigger profits aLL year. Show 
WES & senders -selling Valentines Easter, 

wil Mother's, Father's eo Cards, plus 

Vv ALe best Birthday, Get-Well assortments 
etc. 6 new Valentine vahe. Secret Pal 

Geras, unusual new i ana exceptional 
bargains in Cards, Notes, ets, 
Personalized Stationery. *Preate te 00% 
on big line. Samples on approval. Write. 


Midwest Card Co., 1113 Washington Ave., Dept. P-50, St. Louis 1, Me. 











A Brand New Book for All 
Who Teach the Bible 


BIBLE GAMES 


Written by a teacher for teachers 


Ten reasons why you should send for 
your copy now! 


Brings young people into the Sunday school. 
Taterests young people in their Bible. 
Brightens up routine. Sunday school classes. 
Leads youth to better knowledge of the Bible. 


Eliminates many disciplinary problems. 


Gets and keeps interest in Sunday school. 
Answers the need for variety in Sunday school. 
Makes teaching easier and learning more fun. 
Emphasizes the Bible and nothing else. 


Sent to you on a money-back guarantee. 


BIBLE GAMES contains complete directions 
on how to play 20 different Bible games. It 
is sent to you postpaid with a money-back guar- 
antee if you do not agree that it will help you 
to teach the Bible. Send for your copy now. 


BIBLE GAMES PRESS: ------- 
Box 9718, Pittsburgh 29, Pa. 
Gentlemen: Please send m 


BIBLE GAMES. 


pies of 
I endiens $1.00 for ro > copy. 
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Do You Make 


these Mistakes 


in ENGLISH? 


7 
MAY persons say, “be- =I 
tween you and [” in- 4 q eit 
stead of “between you and || # “4 . | 
me” —or use “who” for $ z Pt 
“whom” —or don’t. know 
whether to spell certain 
words with one or two 
“e’s” or “m’s” or “r’s” or 
with “ie” or “ei,” etc. | 
Mistakes in English reveal 
lack of education, refine- 
ment — prevent you from jf 
presenting your thoughts in 


strongest way. Real con. = 
mand of English will help 


you reach any goal. SHERWIN CODY 


Wonderful Invention 

_ Only 15 minutes a day with Sherwin Cody’s famous 
invention — and you can actually SEE your English im- 
prove. It teaches by HABIT—makes it easier to do 
the RIGHT way. Wonderful, self-correcting lessons. 
FREE BOOK ON ENGLISH. Lack of language power 
may be costing you thousands of dollars ‘every year. 
See what Mr. Cody can do for you; it costs you nothing 
to find out. Write for free book, “How You Can 
Master Good English in 15 Minutes a Day.” It will 
prove a revelation. WRITE NOW. : 


SHERWIN CODY COURSE IN ENGLISH 
821 Central Drive - Port Washington, N. Y. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


Ho” many of you girls would like 
to travel? I have an uncle who 
went all around the world. My, how 
many interesting things he told when he 
got back! 

Now there are two ways to travel in 
foreign lands: one is to set out hoping 
that at each stop you will find some- 
one able to speak English, hoping you 
will be able to get accommodations as 
you go along, and hoping you will be 
able to find the places you want to see, 
and above ali that you will not get 
yourself lost among foreigners. 

The other way is to have a good travel 


agency arrange everything for you. If. 


you do, they will see to it that you have 
proper difections for every stage of your 
trip, and that accommodations await you 
everywhere you stop; they will arrange 
guide service for you, so that you will 
see the points of greatest interest evéry- 
where you go. From the beginning to 
the end of your trip everything will be 
taken care of, so that you can enjoy 
yourself without anxiety. 

You and I are on the greatest jour- 
ney of all, the journey from time to 
eternity, from earth to Heaven. God 
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Through darkness 
and distress 
Charles E. Fuller 
brings a bracing 
gospel of Heavenly 
Sunshine to millions 
of radio listeners 
throughout 

the world. 







30 years of broadcasting 
Old Fashioned Revival Hour 


Dr. Fuller will be accorded 
nation-wide recognition 
by prominent civic and 
religious leaders at special 
30th Anniversary 
programs and events 
through January. 


Charles E. Fuller, P.O. Box 123, Les Angeles, California 
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has provided for us a Guide, and a 
Guidebook! And most wonderful of all, 
we cannot lose the Guide, for He, the 
Holy Spirit, dwells within us! The jour- 
ney of life can be peaceful and happy 
if we trust and obey our Guide. But 
many Christians ignore the indwelling 
Spirit and try to get on as best they 
can without His guidance. The result 
is, they do not make very good prog- 
ress and miss most of the joy of the 
Christian life. 

Who is the Holy Spirit? He is the 
third person of the Godhead, which, as 
you know, consists of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. Last week 
we noticed that both God the Father 
and God the Son created all things. You 
girls on this side of the table find and 
read Genesis 1:2, you on that side of 
the table, Job 33:4. So the Holy Spirit 
had part in creation. Then in Genesis 
1:26, where God said, “Let. us make 
man in. our image”—this included 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. . 

Now let us answer the first four ques- 
tions on our “Bible Study” card! notic- 
ing especially today the third and fourth 
ones: “Whose help do we need to un- 
derstand the Bible?” (1 Cor. 2:14); and, 
“Why do we need the Holy Spirit’s guid- 
ance to study the Bible?” (John 16:13.) 

Last Sunday we read the first part of 
John 14. Do you remember that John 
14, 15, and 16 give us the last words 
of Jesus to His disciples before He was 
crucified? He’had told His disciples that 
He was going to leave them. Now read 
verses 16, 17, and 26.of the fourteenth 
chapter, and then we will list the things 
we learn here about the Holy Spirit. 
(He is called the Comforter, the Spirit 
of truth, and the Holy Ghost. He will 
abide with us forever. He will be in 
us. He will teach us all things. He 
will bring the words of Christ to our 
remembrance.) What a number of 
things are told us here! Now turn to 
John 16:7-15. Here again the Lord Jesus 
called the Holy Spirit the Comforter, 
but notice that He was talking only to 
His disciples. The Holy Spirit is guide 
and comforter only to those who have 
been born again. He does not comfort 
the world. What. does He do for un- 
saved people? (He convicts them of 
sin.) Right. What more do we learn 
about the Holy Spirit from these verses? 
(He shows things to come, and He glo- 
rifies Christ.) 

Acts 2 tells of the coming to earth of 
the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. 
Let us read verses 1 to 4. When the 
Holy Spirit came, the followers of Christ 
heard something, saw something, and did 
something. Tell us about it. (They 
heard a sound like a mighty rushing 
wind. They saw tongues of fire. They 
spoke in different languages.) Correct. 





1The Scripture catechism cards, “Bible 
Study,” are twenty cents a dozen, postpaid, 
and may be ordered from V. D. Gunderson, 
Box 717, Ferndale, Wash. 
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' As soon as the Holy Spirit came, He 
enabled the disciples to witness for 
Christ in his own native language to 
everyone present. And He made their 
witness effective. Read verses 37 to 41. 
The Holy Spirit brought the words of 
Christ to the remembrance of His fol- 
lowers and glorified Him, just as had 
been foretold; He also worked in the 
hearts of the unsaved in mighty, con- 
victing power. 

Acts 3 tells of the healing of the lame 
man at the gate of the Temple, and 
Peter’s sermon, which followed. Peter’s 
sermon was -interrupted by his arrest, 
but although it was unfinished, it had 
been given in the power of the Spirit, 
and just look at the number converted! 

Peter was called before the rulers of 
the Jews, the same crowd who had cru- 
cified Christ seven weeks earlier. Read 
Acts 4:7 to see what they asked him. 
Now read verses 8-12 to get Peter’s mag- 
nificent answer. He was filled with the 
Holy Spirit, so he was absolutely fear- 
less. 
evil men to hear Peter say, “By the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye 
‘crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead, even by him doth this man stand 
here before you whole”! The rulers of 
the Jews could not deny this, but neither 
did they repent, as the Pentecost audi- 
ence had done. They just told Peter and 
John to “shut up” about the whole thing 
or it would be the worse for them. Read 
Peter’s answer in Acts 4:19, 20. How 
was he able to make such a wise an- 
swer? (He was filled with the Spirit.) 
After further threatening, the Jewish 
leaders let Peter and John go. But these 
faithful disciples continued to witness 
boldly of Christ and His resurrection. 
Once more they were arrested, and this 
time they were beaten before they were 
released. Read Acts 5:41. This shows the 
comfort of the Holy Spirit, enabling 
them to rejoice that they were counted 
worthy to suffer for Christ! 

How much do we know about the 
guidance, the comfort, and the power 
of the Holy Spirit? Let us ask for His 
instruction befere we opeh our Bibles, 
that He may guide us into*all truth. 
Then let us pray that we, like the early 
Christians, may be constantly filled with 
the Holy Spirit that we also may know 
His comfort and feel His power, 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
What Made Peter Brave 
(Acts 4:7-10, 13, 18-20) 


HE Bible tells us so much about the 
Lord Jesus! I wonder if we can put 
it all in one list. First, let’s put down 
what He is; then, what He did; next, 
what He does; last, what He will do. 
Is there anything else on your list? In 


How it must have startled those 
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the references given, there is no men- 
tion of the second coming of the Lord, 
but we will want it in our list (1 Thess. 
4:16, 17). Has the Lord Jesus done these 
things (indicate in the list: taking away 
sin, giving the right to become God’s 
son, and giving eternal life) for you? 

Before the Lord Jesus went back to 
Heaven to sit beside God, He promised 
His friends, Peter, John, and the rest, 
that He would not leave them alone, but 
would send someone to live inside them 
and help them. So after He went home 
to stay in Heaven (place the circle pre- 
viously used for Christ back with the 
circle for God), He sent the Holy Spirit 
down. (From behind the gold circle 
used for God, draw another gold circle 
of the same size. In this gold circle 
have several slits made which serve as 
pockets to hold small gold circles of the 
Same material.) Did you know there 
were three persons in God’s family? 
God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit. Though there are three 
persons, there is only one God. (Place 
the three circles together.) God is too 
great and wonderful for us to under- 
stand how that can be. But the Bible 
tells us it is so. 

Have some ice cubes or ice placed on 
the table in a dish. Also have some 
water. Are ice and water the same? 
We might say there are three persons 
in the water family. Two of them we 
can see. One cannot be seen. If there 
is steam on the windows or on the out- 
side of the container holding the ice, 
ask where it came from. The water in 
the air is so tiny that we cannot see 
it, until it hits a cold place and turns into 
water drops again. In God’s family only 
one can be seen, and two cannot be seen. 
Air and water are poor earth pictures 
of our ‘great God in Heaven, who can 
be everywhere, do things, be different 
persons, and not be seen! 

Well, when the Lord Jesus went back, 
the Holy Spirit came down to live in 
His friends. (Remove some of the small 
circles from their slots.) You will read 
this week what they saw and heard 
when He came. I wonder what you 
know about Him now. He may even 
be living in you, and you do not know 
it! (Make a list of such things as the 
children already know, and include the 
name, Holy Ghost. If no information is 
forthcoming, tell the story of Peter in 
Acts 3 and 4, emphasizing what the Holy 
Spirit empowered him to do.) 

Give out the references on a gold 
circle (John 14:25, 26; 16:7-15; Acts 2:1- 
4; 3:1 to 4:31; Rom 8:26, 27; 1 Cor. 2:9- 
16; Gal. 5:22, 23). The Memory Verse 
is from Joshua 1:9: “Be strong and of 
a good courage ... for the Lord thy 
God is with thee whithersoever thou 
goest.” 

A book which has come to my atten- 
tion ‘since this series of lessons on doc- 
trine began is “Devotions for the Chil- 
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A Widow at 22, With a 
Little Baby, Opens 
Her Heart to You 


My dear Christian friends: 


Please forgive me for writing to 
you all the way from Greece to ask for 
your assistance. I am only 22 years of 
age, yet already a widow. My husband 
was tubercular when I matfried him, 
but we did not know this. We had 
one year together and then he died. 
Soon afterward I discovered I had the 
same dread disease. I would not 
mind so much for myself, but I have 
a little baby and I want to get well so 
that I may care for it properly. My 
great fear is that it will be left alone 
in the streets to die. My baby has 
lost its’ father; it will be tragic if it 
loses its mother also. ° 


I cannot write in flowery words 
because I am a simple girl from Ka- 
valla (the ancient city of Neapolis 
where the Apostle Paul landed in 
Greece). I trust that these few words, 
written as best I know how, will not 
make you feel bad. If-you would 
write me, and above all send me a 
Bible in modern Greek, it would help 
me forget my terrible distress and in- 
crease my faith as I lie on this bed 
of pain. 

I shall be looking forward with 
great anxiety to hearing from you. 
Just think of me and my little baby, 
and do what God prompts you to do. 


With love and gratitude, 
AGAPI (love) PARASKEVOPOULOU 
Sanitarium Soteria, Greece 


We receive many letters like this, 
and oh, how our hearts long to be 
able to help all who write! We do 
want to send this dear young mother 
a Bible and the medicine and good 
food she so urgently needs. 


Detach and mail 


| Want to Help! 


American Mission to Greeks, Inc. 


P. O. Box 423. Dept.S New York 36, N. Y. 


CANADIAN ADDRESS: 
90 Duplex Avenue, Toronto [2, Ont. 





AGAPI PARASKEVOPOULOU in her need. 
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roi) ATTENDANCE wit» [117594] PINS 


These are the famous “My Record” Attendance and On-Time Pins. 
growing! in popularity because posseenee with schools everywhere. 
Beautif digniéed, economical; give testimony and make conver- 
sation. Let everyone have the 1 pin and award succeeding pins 
every three months as earned. Year pins are 
gold plated with enamel inlay. Quarterly pins 
are royal blue lettering on gold. BANGLES 


Everybody Present Every Sunday | ®8UTTONS 


Makes everybody punctual—proud of their record—increases offer- and TAGS 
—_ too! Adds interest and i improves scholarship. Pins: * ‘Our A im— Our attractive 
”, “My Record—3 Months”, “—6 Months”, ““—9 Months”, jar attractive Une 
$2. 00 per 100. Yearly pin with numeral $1.00 ea., interchangeable | acknowledged win- 
’ yearly numerals 40¢ ea. ners, You will be 
Get oyr helpful catalog of S. S. Supplies FREE on request delighted. —s 
Order from your dealer or direct <a — 

























A es ee SBOE 10S. Wabash Ave., Dept. 16, chee. 


t JEWS 
Rork A HEAVY PRICE 


The alienation of loved ones, the scorn of friends, the heart-ache 
of loneliness face Jews who acknowledge Jesus Christ as Saviour and 
Messiah. 

In spite of this heavy price transformed, radiant Jewish men and 
women are boldly confessing their new-found Lord. Many have been 
brought to Christ through the witness of our faithful missionaries in 
America, in Israel, and behind the fron Curtain in Europe. 











For pictures and news of our We entreat you to proy for these ‘‘new-born"’ Jews — and for 
wark among Jews, send for the many who have not yet heard of Christ. And pray for us as we 
your free copy of THE EVER- seek to enlarge our ministry — that Israel might be saved. 
a ee Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President 

er INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF JEWISH MISSIONS, Inc. 





P.O. Box 1256, Atlanta 1, Ga. 





$1.35 each 


$125.00 per hundred 
moiling extre 


35¢ each 
$30.00 per hundred 
meoiling extra 


used and ACCLAIMED all over America 





(A) HYMNS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE (22nd edition) — 
A hondsomely bound collection of 504 of the best-known and 
loved hymns of the faith — the choice of churches of many 
denominations. Conveniently indexed by topics, titles and 
first lines 36 responsive readings. Round notes. Sturdy cloth 
binding. 


(B) REDEMPTION MELODIES — 

Especially designed for use at evangelistic igns, Bible 
ond missi y confe . 135 songs ond choruses includ- 
ing the best of new and old favorites. Special emphasis on 
the deeper life. Smartly designed reinforced manilo binding. 


Round notes. 

(C) THE NEW CRUSADE SONGS — 

We've sold over 100,000 copies of this popular book. 107 
great songs and choruses. Reinforced manila binding. Round 
notes. 











ORDER FROM: 
20¢ each 


was | CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


1517 NORTH THIRD STREET © HARRISBURG, PA. 
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dren’s Hour,” by Kenneth N.. Taylor.1 
Both Sunday school teachers and par- 
ents will find it invaluable for this quar- 
ter and afterward. Chapter 4, “The 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,” 
and chapter 27, “The Holy Spirit,” will 
give the teacher the simple vocabulary 
she needs to explain today’s lesson to 
the youngest Junior. There is a clear 
illustration of the convicting power of 
the Holy Spirit. 





1 Moody Press, Chicago 10; $2.50. Reviewed 
in the Times, October 23, 1994. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


IMON PETER was not always a cour- 

ageous follower of our Lord Jesus. 
Do you remember the time that he de- 
nied that he even knew the Son of God? 
Imagine that! Denying the very one he 
had followed and- worked with and 
served! How could you do it, Peter? 
If he were here today he would doubt- 
less answer, “I was too self-confident. 
I told the Lord Jesus that even though 
others might fail Him, I never would 
(Matt. 26:35). Then I was careless about 
prayer. Even after the Lord Jesus had 
warned that I would deny Him—when 
I should have been praying most—I fell 
asleep. And God’s Son was disappointed 
in me (Mark 14:37, 38). 

I did not wait to hear the word of the 
Lord. When the enemies of the Lord 
Jesus came to take Him as a prisoner, 
the other disciples asked, ‘Lord, shall 
we smite with the sword?’ Without 
waiting for His answer I drew my sword 
and slashed off the ear of one of the men 
(Luke 22:49-51). That night the Lord 
Jesus rebuked me and healed the man’s 
ear. Then, after the Lord Jesus was 
arrested, I followed Him afar off (v. 54). 
I, the very one who said that I would 
be willing ‘to die for the Son of God, 
followed Him at such a distance that 
I could certainly have been called a 
deserter. 

It was not long until I was then warm- 
ing myself at the fire of the enemy (v. 
55).. I did not belong there. I know 
now what a terrible thing it is to have 
fellowship with those who hate the Lord 


* Jesus Christ. It was there at the fire 


that someone accused me of having béen 
with Christ Jesus. Then it was that I 
began to curse and swear (Mark 14:17), 
insisting that I never knew this man! 
Three different times people accused me 
of being one of His, but each time I 
denied Him (Luke 22:56-62). Step by 
step I had come to the end of myself. 
How I hated myself then!” 

Many things happened after that, as 
we all know. The precious Lord Jesus, 
God’s dear Son, went to the cross. He 
died for the sin of the world—for your 
sin and mine. But because He was the 
Son of the living God, He arose from 
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the dead. He lived! 
day, He ascended into Heaven. And 
there, today, He lives! He would not 
_—did not—leave us (who belong to the 
Lord Jesus) alone, however. He did not 
leave Peter alone, In His place has come 
God’s precious Holy Spirit. He does 
not have a body as the Lord Jesus had. 
But He is a real, true person, none- 
theless. His coming made such a dif- 
ference! See how He changed Peter, 
for example: 

“When God the Father sent His Holy 
Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, all of us 
were changed. I cannot tell you how, 
but I know this, we became courageous 
men. Instead of being cowardly as I 
was when I denied the Lord Jesus before 
a few of the enemies’ servants, I was 
able to speak for Him to the rulers and 
elders and scribes (Acts 4:5). Not in 
my own strength, but because (God’s 
Word records) I was ‘filled with the 
Holy Ghost’ (v. 8), I was able to tell 
those leaders that they were guilty of 
crucifying the precious Son of God (v. 
10). God’s Holy Spirit helps us to be 
courageous, 

“After the Spirit of God came to live 
in me, I -had a desire to see other people 
receive God’s salvation. Once, like the 
other disciples, I was mostly concerned 
about who would be the greatest in the 
Kingdom of Heaven (Matt. 18:1). Be- 
fore, I was particularly interested to 
know what I would have as a reward for 
following the Son of God. But after the 
Holy Spirit’s coming, my greatest de- 
sire was to see the salvation of others 
(Acts 4:12). 

“When God indwelled us by the person 
of His Holy Spirit, there were results 
when we served Him. Hundreds and 
thousands of people were saved when 
we preached (2:41; 4:4). 

“Instead of having only a little faith 
(remember the time I could not walk on 
the sea?), I had great faith in the Lord 
Jesus. I believed He could and would 
do anything that pleased Him. How did 
I receive this faith? Simply because I 
had received God’s Holy Spirit. I had 
not worked for it. I had not earned it. 
I had not deserved it, surely! But in 
God's infinite love He gave His Spirit 
to all who had received His Son as Sav- 
iour. We simply believed Him and re- 
ceived His Holy Spirit.” 

In the same way that Peter was used, 
you, too, may be used if you are will- 
ing. He came to indwell you the mo- 
ment you received the Lord Jesus as 
your Saviour. It is up to you, now, to 
yield yourself entirely to Him and allow 
Him to use you as He pleases. 


LANCASTER, Pa. 


One unforgettable 


If we prove unfaithful stewards, if we 
will keep and hoard our five loaves and 
two small- fishes, the weary multitudes 
will go empty away, and there will be 
no twelve. baskets full of food left for 
ourselves.—Hudson Taylor. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 28) 
1. Genesis 1:2. 
2. Revelation 22:17. 


3. In His statement about “the un- 
pardonable sin” (as in Luke 12:10), and 
in His promise of the Holy Spirit (John 
16:7). 


4. Sin, righteousness, 
(John 16:8). 

5. By believing on the Lord Jesus 
Christ (John 16:9), 

6. The cross (see John 12:31-33). 

7. The sound like a wind, the cloven 
tongues like flames, and the speaking 
in other tongues. 

8. New light, new likeness to Christ, 
new power in witness. 


and judgment 


9. It gave him great courage and bold- 
ness (Acts 4:13; cf. John 18:17, 25-27). 


10. That He only is the Saviour (Acts 
712). 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling costs.. 








The Servant of Jehovah. By David 
Baron. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.95.) First published 
in 1922, this book now makes its.appear- 
ance in a new edition, and lovers of 
the Word will rejoice that such a rich 
exposition of the fifty-third chapter of 
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“A” stands for Roger G. Alli- 
son, ovr senior missionary in 
Israel. 
“Z" stands for Morris Zutrau, 
in charge of ovr Gospel ministry 
in Sen Francisco, California; 
pastor of the Hebrew Christian 
assembly. 

"A" and *'Z" there ore letters which stand 
for more than twenty of our missionaries — in India, 
Israel, Evrope and America. All of them preach Him 
who is the Alpha and Omega of our salvation, the Lord 
desus Christ. 

By this ministry the hungry ore fed, 
comforted, and the poor hear the blessed Gospel 
preached. All and every available means worthy of our 
terd are used in making Him known to His kinsmen 
the Jews. 

We need the prayers of those who are burdened for 
Israel. We need your loving Support cn 
for this worldwide fruitbearing Chris- 
tian witness. 
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circular showing price and profit. 
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We make it easy for your group to 
try a case. 


EDWARDS TEA COMPANY 
Jim Thorpe, Pa. 
(Formerly Mauch Chunk) 
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NEW die-cut Nursery-Kindergarten and Primary 














pupil’s books...NEW teacher’s books for every 
department . . . NEW more complete Skipper’s 
Guide ~ . . NEW packaged contest for each 


department . . . NEW Deko-Pattern Kit for all 
decoration needs . . . NEW craft and hand- 
work .. . NEW accessories for easier teaching. 





AT CHRISTIAN BOOK STORES EVERYWHERE 


Gospob Light Pros 


MOUND, MINNESOTA, or 
GLENDALE 4, CALIFORNIA 
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The BRAND NEW “Cadhing with Christ” Course 


with so much that’s new, through and through .. . 



















Sample kit includes 
“Skipper’s Guide” and .- 
one each of Pupil’s 
ond Teacher's manuals 
through Junior High. . . 
Total, 9 manuals. 

© For enclosed $2: ye send me “Sailiig with | 

Christ” Sample K 











0 Send me free information on the new vBS | 
course, ‘Sailing with Christ 
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OMETHING NEW AND SENSATIONAL IN 


Fe EVERYDAY CARDS 
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SUPERB SATIN VELOUR & — rd FOR 
Make big money showing Everyday G 7 
ing Cards tofriends. Lovely Satin, Velour, $ 
Metallic and ““Magic Window” designs— 
pvaleesi-Cord $1 Assortment. Sells 
. pays you up to 100% cash profit. 
Make $50.00 in Time 
Just + = orders for 100 yy} 
For Your Group { to earnings with Personalive’ Ne 
@ Raise QUICK [| kins, Scented Stationery, K 
FUNDS for your J Books, over 50 other faat-seling 
Clab, Church § All-Occasion Assortments Gift 
Group me Faget i Items. Retail from 60¢ to ns 
gonrsesse SEND FOR SAMPLES NOW! 
amazingly eas 
* | Start making EXTRA DOLLARS 

friendly tund-raie at once. No perience needed. — 

several $1 | le Assortments 
a) 
WRITE TO 


Im rine | co F REE. 
PURO GREETINGS, Dept. 5104-A 
280iLocust§ St.Louis 3, Missouri 
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A PRIEST SPEAKS HIS MIND 
Rev. W. E. R. O'Gorman 
Reviewed in The Sunday School Times 


“This book contains many interesting 
and informing observations.” 
Will the U.S.A. become totalitarian and a Roman 
Catholic nation? Read about one man’s Crusade for 
Christ. Obtainable from book stores or author, $2.25. 


P. O. Box 1053, Glendale 5, California 





IN 
7 REACHING 
JEWS FOR & 


At the soul-thrilling Tenth Annual Conference 
7 of the American Association for Jewish Evan- 
lism, the chall of hing world Jewry 
Christ was met with sacrifice. It was won- 
derful to witness the 
of gifts and pledges to " provide a substantial 
monthly check for the Bethany Orphanage !o- 
cated at Haifa in the land of Israel, also for 
@ cor to be sent to Jerusalem to aid in the 
work of the haimoffs. 

These are just two of the recent steps of faith 
through which the work of AAJE is being 
— to reach more Jews for Christ. 

These added call for i 
devotion and sacrifice on the part of Christian 
friends. May we count on your prayerful support? 
Write for more information on our 
ministry to Jews. 


. B. Machlin, Executive Direct 


THE "AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR JEWISH EVANGELISM, Inc, 
Dept. S Winona Lake, Indiona 
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Character, Health and 
Safety Education, Second 
Grade tprouah H. S. 
Excellent for V B S. Low 
Cost. Write for Catalog. 


“Colling Unlimited” 
fi i's ting roll about flying. 

“Do. lars and Sense 

Positive approach to sgood habits, Grades 2-8. 
“He Ran a Race”’ 

Written by ateacher, authenticated by acoac oach 

“A Tower of Strength’ 

Health rules by analogies, Grades 2-8. 
Approx. 50 frames—20 Min. Only $2.25 each. 

Order Today 
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Isaiah should be again made available. 

Considering first the non-Messianic 
interpretations that have been given to 
this portion of the Word, Baron shows 
clearly that neither the explanation of- 
fered by Jews of ancient or modern 
times nor that advanced by rationalists 
in our own day is really adequate. 
Then he devotes a major portion of his 
work to a detailed exposition of the 
passage, and here his treatment is of 
even greater value, 

Baron is very evidently well ac- 
quainted with the great store of ex- 
pository literature that has a bearing on 
his theme. He quotes the great Jewish 
writers, presents the opinion of re- 
nowned Christian commentators, and ex- 
amines carefully the meaning of the 
original Hebrew text of the passage. 
Best of all, he exhibits a deep reverence 
for the Word, and a heart-desire to 
know its truth and to pass that truth 
on to others. His interpretations are 
based on careful exegesis, and his love 
for his Lord is manifest in all his writ- 
ing. His concern for his own people 
after the flesh shows itself, too, and he 
closes the book with a stirring appeal 
for intercessory prayer on their behalf. 

Any student of the Bible will delight 
in and profit by that, which he finds in 
this book. 


Ruth, the Romance of Redemption. By 
J. Vernon McGee, B.D., Th.D. (Van 
Kampen Press, Inc., Wheaton, Il, $2.) 
Theories of redemption have sprung up 
like mushrooms in every age. How- 
ever, the kinsman-redeemer feature, 
illustrating the one way of salvation, 
with which this volume deals, has been 
largely neglected. The Book of Ruth 
is the classic illustration in the Bible 
of this feature. In the _ story of 
Ruth redemption is told in the language 
of romance. Some may object to the 
inclusion of a love story in the canon 
of Scripture. Nevertheless, the story 
stands, and the fact remains that re- 
demption is a love story. “The Book of 
Ruth, coming from the time of the 
Judges, is like a lovely flower in a weed 
patch. The fragrance of this story has 
been wafted by the winds to the farth- 
est corner of the earth.” The author 
has captured and applied this fragrance 
as he brings out the beautiful traits of 
character of Ruth and Boaz to illustrate 
the romance of redemption. Devotion 
to our Saviour increases as we read the 
story of His love. 


The Holy Spirit’s Ministry. Edited by 
C. Wade Freeman. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) 
Eleven fervent, soul-seeking Baptist 
preachers gathered and spoke at the 
Texas Baptist Evangelistic Conference 
in Fort Worth January 11-13, 1954. Their 
number included Billy Graham. Their 
addresses have been edited for publica- 
tion by the superintendent, Department 
of Evangelism, Baptist General Con- 
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vention, Texas, Each message has a short 
biographical sketch of the preacher, 
and each one burns with a fervent de- 
sire for the salvation of souls. There 
being eleven authors, we cannot, of 
course, expect a systematic study of the 
work of the Holy Spirit. Each message, 
however, speaks of the Spirit’s minis. 
try and is Scriptural and soul stirring. 
We are not surprised at being told that, 
following this conference, evangelistic 
fires broke out in every section of Texas, 
We heartily agree that “we need a min- 
istry more distressing to the complacent, 
less attractive to the sedate and ritual- 
istic, and more probing to the wicked.” 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
’ By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 23 


4. We Study the New Commandment 
(John 13:33-35; 1 John 3:14-24) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


S WE turn this week, in the fourth 
and last of the series: “The Com- 
mandments Then and Now,” from a 
study of the Ten Commandments to a 
study of the New Commandment, let 








CHANGING CLIMATE 
H BOMB 
RADIO-ACTIVE DUST 
FLYING SAUCERS 


Are they signs? How do they connect 
with the Bible? 

An investigation of the Scriptures in- 
volved (and they are many) is now being 
presented in the Prophetic Ensign (6 x 9, 
16 pages, Arthur E. Bloomfield, Editor). 


Special offer: 6° issues covering these 
subjects for $1.00. 


Prophetic Ensign Burket, Indiana 











CEYLON and INDIA GENERAL 
MISSION 


Member Mission, I.F.M.A. 
Our ministry in India includes— 
INDIGENOUS CHURCHES 
As the Lord provides, we lengthen our cords and 
strengthen our stakes. 
Address the Secretary-Treasurer 
Street 


542 South Dearborn Chicago 5, Iilinols 
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us not lose sight of the fact that basically 
they are one. Often we hear the Ten 
Commandments referred to as_ the 
Mosaic Law and: this New Command- 
ment of John 13 as the Law of Christ. 
However, these Commandments did not 
originate with Moses. They were given 
by the Jehovah of the Old Testament, 
who is the Christ of the New. 


se 


When, in the days of our Lord’s 
earthly ministry, a lawyer came to Him 
with the question, “Master, which is 
the great commandment in the law?” 
Christ answered, “Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
This is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like unto it, Thou 
Shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On 
these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets” (Matt. 22:36-40). 
We.are to understand, therefore, that, 
if we really, love God with all our heart, 
soul, and mind, we shall not have any 
difficulty with the worship of idols, or 
with taking the Lord’s name in vain, or 
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with keeping holy the Lord’s Day, or in 
the honoring of our fathers and mothers. 
Likewise, if we love our neighbors as 
ourselves, we shall have no disposition 
to commit murder or adultery, or to 
steal from another, or to bear false 
witness, or to covet another’s posses- 
sions. That even the loving of our 
neighbors is wrapped up in our love of 
God is seen in 1 John 4:20, 21 and 5:1-3. 
It is utterly impossible to love God, 
John tells us, and not love our fellow 
Christians, and we deceive ourselves if 
we say we do. What is more, our love 
for our fellow Christians is a sign that 
we love God and have passed from 
death to life (1 John 3:14-24; 4:8). 


v8 


John also makes it plain (1 John 2: 
7-11) that this relationship of love to 
God and love to our fellow. men is not 
a new thought, but a teaching that was 
given to us “from the beginning.” Why, 
then, does the Lord Jesus in the first 
Scripture portion chosen for this week’s 
topic refer to His commandment that 
His disciples love one another as a “new 
commandment”? Is it not because He 
was about to go to the cross to make it 
possible for man to stand blameless be- 
fore God’s perfect Law? Because of His 
substitutionary death on the cross, man 
was about to receive the gift of the in- 
dwelling Holy Spirit, who would write 
God’s laws, not on tables of stone, but 
on the fleshly tables of hearts yielded 
to God. The Holy Spirit was not to 
make it possible for man to keep God's 
Law in a new way and with new power. 
Whereas before man may have looked 
upon God’s laws as a rigid obligation 
and ddty, he was now to be given, 
through the Holy Spirit, the desire to 
keep God’s Law. 

ge 


Now let us not misunderstand, no one 
of us in this life ever keeps God’s Law 
perfectly. The only one who ever did 
this was the Lord Jesus Himself. But 
when we accept Christ as our Saviour 
and give Him control of our lives, He 
can and will put into our hearts a dis- 
position to be obedient., He will, in pro- 
portion to our yieldedness to the Holy 
Spirit, supply the strength that we need 
to be obedient. It is all of His grace 
and enabling, and does not come from 
any strength or will power or righteous- 
ness of our own. But we do have a part 
in it all in the opening of our hearts 
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Help meet the need by your gifts. 
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completely to the Holy Spirit’s loving 
control, in.the faithful reading of God’s 
Word, and in the maintenance of a regu- 
lar and healthy prayer relationship to 
our Heavenly Father. These are the 
channels through which He works to 
bring us more and more into the like- 
ness of His Son who perfectly fulfilled 
all that God’s righteous Law requires. 
God therefore sees not our incomplete 
obedience and failures, but the right- 
eousness of His own dear Son. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 17 to 23 


Mon.—John 14:25-31. 
The Comforter. Promised. 


PRAYER SuccestTions: “The Comforter, 
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name.” The 
triune God is our Saviour. The Father 
gave the Son; the Son gave His life 
a ransom for many; and the Spirit effects 
in man the purchased and proffered eter- 
nal salvation, glorious and divine. It 
takes the love, work, Word, and grace 
of the triune God to save sinful souls. 
Bless God; honor the Son; and obey the 
Spirit. The Gospel of grace comes to 
all from God, through Christ, and is 
made effective in all by the Spirit. 
Pray for a mighty work of the Spirit of 
God in your church and community. 


Tues.—Acts 2:1-11. The Promise Fulfilled. 


Prayer Succestions: “They were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost.” God keeps 
His promises. Every word of God is 
true. The Spirit came as Christ said 
He would; and now we may count upon 
His aid and power all down through 
the years of this dispensation. The min- 
istry of the Spirit in ministers and all 
servants of Christ is the great necessity 
for effective service. Pray for the 
needed ministry of the Spirit in your 
congregation and the chutch at large. 


Wed.—Acts 2:37-41. 
The Spirit Convicting. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They were 
pricked in their heart, and said . .. Men 
and brethren, what shall we do?” There 
can be no conviction of sin apart from 
the ministry of the Spirit. He must take 
the things of Christ and press home 
His truth upon the heart of man. He 
only can wing the words into the depth 
of the, human heart. Let us make it 
our care so to live and so to present 
God’s Word that the Spirit can make 
it effective as needed in the hearts of 
people. There is deep meaning for us 
in the words: “They ... so spake, that 
a great multitude , .. believed.” A 


work of the Spirit in the conscience 
comes when sin is brought to remem. 
brance. Pray that all who have to do 
with preaching and teaching God’s Word 
may seek to learn from Christ the secret 
of fishing for men. 


Thurs.—John 16:7-15. 
Our Guide Into All Truth, 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “He will guide 
you into all truth.” The Spirit’s min- 
istry deals chiefly with the truth of di- 
vine revelation, particularly “whatso- 
ever” Christ has taught us. He takes 
the things of Christ and shows them to 
believers. He brings them also to their 
remembrance. He does this for their 
sanctification and guidance. Allow Him 
to teach you out of God’s Word; for 
it is only thus that you can learn of Him 
and ,know His will and live to please 
Him. “According to thy word” is to 
be your manner of life. Pray for teach- 
ing ministry of the Spirit needed by 
you this day, 


Fri.—1 Corinthians 2:9-16. 
The Omniscient Spirit. 
PRAYER SucGcesTions: “The’ things of 
God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of 
God.” Omniscience is the prerogative 
of the Trinity. The Father, Son, and 
Spirit are one in nature and essence. 
“The Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the 
deep things of God” (v. 10). Let the 
Spirit of God be your teacher and guide. 
Pray for the ministry of the Comforter 
in your life today and always. 


Sat.—Galatians 5:22-26. 
The Fruit of the Spirit. 


PRAYER SuccestTions: “The fruit of the 
Spirit.” Here are nine qualities of the 
Spirit’s grace for manifestation in your 
life and labors, believer. Here in brief 
is disclosed the nature of His working 
(vs, 22, 23). His fruit in you always 
will be “in all goodness and righteous- 
ness and truth” (Eph. 5:9). Pray for 
grace to obey the teaching of the Spirit 
of God, 


Sun.—Romans 8:26-30. 
Our Helper in Prayer. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “The Spirit 
itself maketh intercession for us.” 
We all have “access by one Spirit 
unto the Father” (Eph. 2:18). Sqme- 
one has said that the Spirit desires to 
use every believing heart as a prayer 
room. Unless our prayers are in the 
Spirit, they will be of little worth. 
He only knows what we should pray 
for as we ought. Our prayers to be 
accepted must be in the Spirit. Pray- 
ing in the Holy Ghost insures that our 
prayers will be offered on high by 
our Great Intercessor. Pray with the 
Spirit and with understanding. If 
God’s Spirit leads you, it will always 
be according to the Word. Pray for 
faithfulness in the daily reading of 
God’s Word, 
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